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HERE is ſome comfort} The 
Marquis's life is no Ibnger in 
danger. To the hors of my 
Vo. II. 1 couſin 


2 THE INVOLUNTARY INCONSTANT. 
was a paper found in his pocket, de- 
-* claring, that altho' the Marquis ſent 
the challenge, he was not the agreſſor, 
bs Felix had fad foimething whkch" 
- obliged him to it; therefore earneſtly 
intreated, in caſe he fell, that my 
uncle, as be valued! ihe quiet of his 
ſon's ſoul, would not ſeek for juſtice 
on the Marquis. This has Taker of 
ſomething from the weight of Sir 


2 22 Gregory's affliction, who bears his 
N 5 ; - misfortunes with Aa reſignation, t that 
3 1 endeayor in vain to copy: but I have 
| ſio much to reproach myſelf with, that 
IIcink Jrought to feel in adegrer un. 
4 V paſſing every one 9M The. loſs.of 
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THE INVOLUNTARY INCONSTANT. 3 
merit; he certainly had a thouſand 
perfections, and I was once not in- 
ſenſible to them. Had I never been 
ſenſible to them, or being ſo once, 
had I fo continued, we might all have 
now have met in joy. Is it not ſtrange, 
that chough 1 am ſo far from conſider- 
ing death as a misfortune, and wiſn for 
it myſelf, that I cannot help lament- 
ing ſo extremely che death of my 
couſin? But he might have been 
happy in this world, though your 
Camilla cannot; and as long, and in 
the ſame proportion as I am ſenſible to 
the Marquis's, preſervation, ſhall I 
think on my couſin with veneration 
and eſteem, and be more concerned 
for his leſs. Who could have foreſeen 
B 2 ſuch 
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ſuch fatal effects, ſpringing from one 
act of, imprudence, and even that 
having its ſource in gratitude! I aſk 
not for conſolation, it is in yain to 
_ it; IL am equally” incapable of 
being entertaĩned, or of entertaining 
others; of which laſt th is is a proof. 
But if I was not eaſy before, think 
what an eee at this 
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LETTER... 
| WA 
FROM LADY. SUSAN, ELWIN TO ,LADY 
_ HARRIET PAULET. oh 


Proteſt your Ladyſbif ip is — 
kind, to teſtify ſo much concern 
for us all. We have: had monſtrous 
apprehenſions for the Marquis; but 
he is now likely to be very ſafe. Never 
was any thing more outre, than to get 
out of the way after a duel. TwWas 


I 


exceſſively obliging of Mr. F rancfort, 


to behave as he did, for the Marquis 
. takes all the fault upon himſelf; and 
LID IN B 3 I really 


owing, ſome how, to the aukwardneſs 


6 THE INVOLUNTARY INCONSTANT; 


I really believe, he wiſhes he had been 
killed inſtead of the other. Your 
Ladyſhip would be aſtoniſhed to ſee 
how he aflits kimſelf; and, I think, 

confidering, it has ended vaſtly happy. 
Te be fure, people of faſhion con- 
trive in general, chat neither party is 
hurt, and that's inimenſely clever; but 
1 foppoſe it will happen other wiſt 
ſometimes. The Marquis is extremely 
good - natured, and, I dare ſay, it was 
an accident; or, may be, it might be 


of Mr. Francfort; for people of that 


rank, you know, it cannot be expected 


that they ſhould be, in any thing, a 
match for their ſuperiors. Your 


am diverts me extremely, by 


wondering 
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| THE INVOLUNTARY INCONSTANT. #7 
wondering what the Marquis can ſee in 
Mifs Francfort worth fighting about. 
Deareſt creature! don't they fight 
about the mereſt trifle in the world ? 
Ode ſcarce afks the ſubject; you know 
it is not material in the leaſt: but I 
own I wonder what he ſees in her, that 
18 capable of making him ſo very un- 
happy as he pretends to be, becauſe 
this affair has deprived him of the ſight 
of her. Entre nous, I am exceedingly 
glad, for he really diſgraces his taſte, 


and, ſhould he have been mad enough | 


tothink of marrying her, it would have 
diſgraced his family; but now he will 
ſoon forget her; and if ſhe had any 
preſumptuous vain hopes, this muſt 
put an end to them: beſides, I am 
B 4 charmed 
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- 8 THE INVOLUNTARY INCONSTANT. 
charmed that the Marquis has been in 
a duel, and has come off ſo honorably 
en le denouement. In ſhort, the tout 
enſenble is, all monſtrous, clever, and 
vaſtly to the taſte of your Ladyſhip's 
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CETTREA I. 


4, 


FROM MISS SUTTON TO MISS 
FRANCFORT. 

T* my deareſt Camilla has any fault, 

it is aſſuredly that of dealing diſin- 
genuouſly with herſelf. Can I believe, 
without being loſt to reaſon, that your 
grief ſhould even exceed that of Sir 
Gregory's? - He, the beſt of fathers, 
has loſt the beſt of ſons. You, who, 
have you loſt? | A couſin, à lover. 
Yes, Camilla; but what lover? One 
whom, it is true, adored you, but one 
= B 5 whom 


10 THE INVOLUNTARY IN cO NST AN. 

whom you would have married from 
a principle of juſtice alone; one who 
was not your choice, and with whom 
you expected not happineſs. You 
have certainly much gratitude in your 
temper, and I wiſh there was more of 
it in the world; though, as you re- 
4 mark, your misfortunes had their 
foundation in it. But your concern 
for your couſin is not ſo great as you 
imagine; you feel yourſelf indebted 
beyond meaſure to his generoſity, for 
the preſervation of the Marquis, and 
your grateful heart, would perſuade 
you. that your preſent unhappineſs 
ariſes from the loſs: of him, to whom 
you owe this obligation; what other 
tribute is there (thinks my Camilla) 
| but 
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TRE INVOLUNTARY INCONSTANT, 11 
but my grief? But examine your heart, 
and you will there find the true cauſe 
vf your ſorrow. 
to ſuch kind of ſcrutmies, does it not 
advert to you, that the neceflary con- 


Averſe as you are 


ſequence of this misfortune will be, 


your being for ever deprived. of the 


fight of the Marquis? Alas! you 


muſt too plainly ſee this ſad neceſſity; 
it is this bar; I grieve as much to fay 
it, as you do to allow it; but it is, my 
dear girl, this inſeparable bar, that is 
now fixed betwixt you and the Mar- 
quis, and not the death of your couſin, 
which is the cauſe of your keen afflic- 
n. You may be perfectly awakened 
to dnt generoſity and excellence, but 
it is the dreadful - cireumſtances . that 
attend 


11 B 6 


12 THE INVOLUNTARY INCONSTANT- 
attend his death, which afflict you to 
this exeeſs. There is a kind of dig- 
nity in human nature, that is better 
pleaſed with relinquiſhing and forego- 
ing what we love, than having it 
ſnatched from us; and the truth of 
this is apparent in yourſelf; you had 
abſolutely. reſolved againſt marrying 
the Marquis, whilſt it was in your 
power, although Mr. F rancfort refuſed 
your, hand with the ſame, generoſity | 
with which you offered it. What then 
was to have been done? I ſuppoſe to 
have remained ſingle. Fie! Camilla, 
you almoſt make me ſuſpect that you 
was then diſingenuous, and that you 
would have married, notwithſtanding 
all you had ſaid to the contrary. If 
| then 


*** 
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then you: were ſincere, reſlect how 


little cauſe you have for ſorrow; for 


additional ſorrow, I. mean; for un- 


doubtedly you were then, and are 
ſtill, greatly deſerving of pity: but 
remember, we once almoſt quarrelled, 
becauſe you would voluntarily endure 
what you are now forced to ſubmit to; 
I mean the loſs of the Marquis. Never 
did I write you ſo chiding a letter, but 
when I chide it is your fault, not 


mine. We are both heroines ; but I 


am ſorry to remiark, that you are one 
the moſt, when occaſion the leaſt 
requires it. You may eafily gueſs 
what I look on myſelf to be. Indeed 
I am at this time giving a proof it; 
that inconſiderate folly which led me 
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to 


— INCONST ANT, 

ro entertain thoughts of Mr. Otley as 
a lover, I am now puniſhing, by having 
forbid his viſits. One would indeed 
imagine, that I hada pleaſure in theſe 
cruel and heart-breaking reſtrictions, 
and that I was at war with myſelf, fo 
haſty am Lin making choice of what I 
obdurately, and as was ar 
8 3 


Your bs 
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—— 


EMILY SUTTON, 
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| FROM MISS FRANCFORT TO | MISS, 
25 suTToN. 
Will own, Emily, that you help me 
> ſometimes to develope this heart of 
mine, which I am often afraid myſelf 
to penetrate too deeply into; but you 
were, indeed, too ſevere in your laſt. 
Suppoſe I ſhould allow, that it was not 
ſo much the loſs of my couſin, as the 
unfortunate circumſtance which occa- 
honed that loſs to be the cauſe of my 
grief; can it thence be inferred, that I 
| would 
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would have married the Marquis under 
thoſe paſt circumſtances, becauſe I | 


now lament being for ever deprived 
the pleaſure of feeing him? Which 
reſtriction, had my couſin lived, whe- 
ther 1 had been his wife or not, there 
would have been no occaſion for. 
Beſides, I have always been of opi- 
nion, that when our friends die in an 
extraordinary or - unforeſeen | manner; 


although our loſs is the ſame,” it yet 
heightens our diſtreſs. You may 


remember alſo, that I cannot fail of | 
conſidering myſelf as the imprudent 


. cauſe” of this aggravated affliction; 
thus, without caprice or hypocriſy, I 
may lament Mr. Francfort, having 
loſt him in ſuch à manner; and to be 
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THE INVOLUNTARY INCONSTANT, 17 


no longer diſingenuous, if I may be- 


wail the loſs I ſuſtain in him, I muſt 


alſo bewail, and even {till more the loſs 
I have in no more being able to view 
the amiable, the generous——Ah | 


Emily, do I not deſerve pity when 


ſuck epithets a as thoſe, which once ſo 


_ juſtly belonged to the Marquis, now 


only eſcape from my pen to be recal- 
led, leſt humanity,” and the ties of 


blood riſe up againſt me? Adieu 


mi rather than condemn | | 
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FROM SIR OREGORY FRAGTORT, BART, 
TO > THOMAS FRANCFORT) z 


6 


es dene +: mori 93 vin 
O U Know I hee ever bien of 
opinion, that Providence is more 
a and conſequently more kind in 
its diſpenſations, than many folks 
allow; let it notwoundyou as a father, 


nor calumniate > my nephew Charles as 
a child, if 1 ſay that I was more bleſ- 
ſed in a ſon than you are; but now, | 
to render our lot more equal, alas! I | 

have 


THE INVOLUNTARY cor AN-. re 
have no fon, no child: nor is this loſs, 
my dear brother, confined to me alone; 
the acquaintance of my Feliz was 
univerſally ſought for; he accommo- 
dated himfelf zo all tempers, without 
ſeeming to be under the leaſt conftraint 
bimſeif, or obliging others to be fo. 
He was. pleaſant with the gay, and 
ſerious with the grave; whatever ſtile 
you ſaw him in, that ſeemed to be the 
exempt from cunning or fineſſe: if he 
ing himſelf univerſally eſteemed. Tho 
+ ſervices he undertook for his friends, 
he effected with no leſs ardor than plea» 
ſure; and thoſe favors he could not, 
or ought not to grant, he refuſed with 
N 84 ſuch 


20 TRSSATOLUNTARY: INCONSTANT.- 


 ſach dignity and frankneſs, that you + 
felt-immediately, without being told, 
that your requeſt was.an improper one. 
By means of a ſolid judgment, and 
an engaging diſpoſition, his converſa- 
tion was a perpetual enthrtajurient, | 
for he could diſcourſe on all topics. 
| From, the vivacious, he caught addi- 
tional fire, and communicated it to 
' thoſe who were dull and lifeleſs. 
Thus he improved his gueſta, and 
made them Pleaſed with themſelves, 
and one another, whilſt his judicious 
compliance, which extended itſelf 
through every part of his conduct, 
Was the cauſe of the general ſatisfac- 
tion. But I ſhall tire my dear bro- 
| ther with the fond remarks of an un- 
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happy parent; let me then ſum up all 


by ſaying, that he would have been 


uſt, had there been no laws in the 
world; and prudent, had there been 


no-calumny. Vet am I not impatient 


at my loſs, but to be inſenſible to it, 
would be not to have been ſenſible to 
the | bleſſing I once enjoyed. The 
virtues and rare qualities of my ſon, 


have left in my heart a veneration for 


that name and character, which I fear 
is unknown to vou, from the little 


reaſon you have to approve: the con. 
duct of your's:. This, my dear bro- 
ther, makes me deſirous to have 
Charles drawn once, at leaſt, from 
obſcurity and oblivion, in hopes that 
you may in your turn taſte that happi- 
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neſs, * which, though I have loft, I can 
reflect on with a melancholy pleaſure, 
and wiſh that you poſſeſſed it. I would 
not rob you, my. dear Tom, of a com- 


fort; no, not of a pleaſure; but as 


you ſet ſo little value on what I flatter 


myſelf may ene day prove fo great a 
treaſure, indulge me then fo far as to 
let im nephew live under my proof, 
till he has hen furmſeif worthy to re- 
main under your on; then will 1 


 veftore him with joy, and reward 
him with. that tſtate which would have 
0 Adieu 


Tour festionate, 0 ar 


bret 6 I'S 


Aar 2: . ; And affifaed Brother, _.. 


| PET 6. FRANCEORT, 
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FROM THOMAS FRANCFORT, rsd. *0 
| _ SIR GREGORY aner, BART. 


Wiſh I Was as _ n 
the ſucecſs, as I am of the good- 
nefs of your intentions; hut whatever 
S umuſt: Charles, nor ſo unlcind to 
Jou, as to refuſe a' requeſt which is 
Founded in goodneſs and generofcy. 
i Ar this time, hen you have formell 


24 "THE INVOLUNTARY Nc ANN. 
of my ſon, it would ſeeem cruel to 
you both, to ſay that if he remains 
with you, till his co conduct is not cen- 
ſurable, that 1 feur bis will live with 
you for ever; therefore I will ſay what 
will be mote agreeable t to your humane 
diſpoſition,” that if your generoſity 
produces the effect you wiſh, he ſhall 
live with you as long as ever he can 
be the leaſt conducive'to your plea- 
ſure: and I heartily wiſh for both your 
ſakes, that your generous conduct 
may awakeñ hit to a ſenſe of gratitude 
ſame principle which makes you qo in 
love with, virtue, makeg you, at tlie 
ſame time chat you abhor vice, ae 
paſſionate thdiguaiugpy _— 


73 are 
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are controuled by it; thus if his beha- 
vior prevents you from being more his 
friend, your goodneſs of heart will 
ſecure him from finding in you an 
enemy. I am, 


My dear Brother, 
Your's affectionately, 


T. FRANCFORT. 


Vol. II. C LB 
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LETTER VIL 


K 


FROM M1SS SUTTON TO MI1S$ 
FRANCFORT. 


- 


R. VERNON has not had 
1 much opportunity of converſing 
with his beloved miſtreſs, and conſe- 
quently not much of finding any faults 
in her, nor yet of growing tired of her 


fancied perfections; but he is now 
going to leave the univerſity, and the 
time approaches when I ſhall know my 
fate. I have two chances. Had I a 
regard 


THE INVOLUNTARY INCONSTANT. 25 
regard for this young thing, I ſhould 
have ſaid I had two riſques, for the 
odds are the ſame, however different 
our wiſhes may be: but you know 

mine, therefore if he continues much 
with me, I ſay I have a chance of his 
growing tired of me; and if he is with 
me but little, I have a chance of his 
ſeeing and falling in love-with ſome 
body elſe. Do not ſhake your head, 
Camilla, and look ſententious. I do 
not like the boy, and yet I will marry 
him if he is willing it ſhould be ſo. 
Do you then think, having formed my 
opinion, and being reſolved, that it 
ſignifies one jot whether I ſay this, 
or whether I only think it? I fear I 
. 


28 THE INVOLUNTARY INCONSTANT. 

ſhall be puzzled with his viſits; if he 
ſhould happen to be tender, that will 
nat be clever; and if he ſhould be 
boyiſh and gawky, my mother and I 
ſhall never be able to find play-things 
and ſports ſufficient for him; ſo I 
ſhall take that opportunity of viſiting: 
my Camilla, who has: nothing at 


preſent to employ her but melancholic- 


and uſeleſs reflexions; and as T ſhall 
not prohibit Mr. Vernon from follow 
ing me, it is very probable that there 


may be ſomething in his ſtile or 


manner, which, althou gh it may not 
be entertaining or agreeable, may 
ſerve a little to diſſipate gloomy 


ideas. Monkeys have been ex- 


treme 


THE INVOLUNTARY INCONSTANT, 29 


« treme good doctiors for the ſpleen.” 
Adieu 


— 
Your's, 7 


Eur Surrox. 
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LETTER VIII 


133 rnou Misss FRANCFORT TO MISS 
SUTTON, 


Embrace with pleaſure my dear 
+ Emily's offer of coming to Bridge 
Mead; never did I more want your 

preſence and conſolation. I have ſeen 


the Marquis; how unhappy is your 
Camilla! a new debt of gratitude 
binds me, which honor, far from let- 
ting me repay, will now ſcarcely per- 


mit me to acknowledge. About five 
miles diſtant from hence, I was walking 
| N 


THE INVOLUNTARY INCONSTANT, 31 
my horſe, and being loſt in thought, 
did not remark what cauſed him to 
take fright, but he gave a violent ſtart, 
which threw me from my ſeat, though 
not fairly on the ground; my belt 
fixed on the pommel of the ſaddle, 
which my weight made to turn quits 
round. The creature galloped ſome 
way, whilſt I remained with my head 
ſweeping the road; I ſcreamed as long 
as I had ſenſe left to know my danger, 
but judge what I muſt feel on the firſt 
recovery of my reaſon; I found myſelf | 
on a bank, a man on his knees ſup- 
porting my arm, which was bleeding 
another was behind me, on whoſe 
breaſt I leaned, and Edward, the only 
perſon I knew, was ſtanding by me 

C4: 


pale, 


32 THE INVOLUNTARY INCONSTANT. 
pale, aghaſt, and almoſt motionleſs. 
4 Oh! Edward,” cried 13 what have 
** you done? Where am I?“ © have 
 * only been to fetch a ſurgeon, 
Madam,“ replied he, ( as that Gen- 
$ tleman ordered me.” I turned my 
head; juſt heaven! what was my ſur- 
priſe? It was the Marquis. I ſprung 
inſtantly from his arms, ' At that 
moment I thought not of the aſſiſtance 
he was giving; I conſidered not it was 
moſt probable that I owed my life to 
him, but thought myſelf culpable for 
being in the preſence of one who had 
Killed my couſin. The ſurgeon told 
me he was glad to ſee that I had got 
the uſe of my legs, and in one moment, 
if I would be ſtill, I mould have the 

uſe 
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uſe of my arm, for he would bind it up 
directly. Whilſt this was performing, 
I caft a look at the Marquis; in 
whoſe face, although he had been only 
acting the moſt generous and benevo- 
lent of parts, there was a mixture of 
the deepeſt ſorrow and contrition. 
This awakened in my mind a due 
| ſenſe of gratitude, and renewed every 
favorable ſentiment which J had ſtifled 
in my breaſt. He perceived and read 
in my eyes the alteration in my heart, 
and advancing with that becoming dif. 
fidence which is ſo engaging, and ſo 
uſual to him, Nothing, Madam,” 
faid he, but the danger I have juſt 


« ſeen you expoſed to, can occaſion 


« in me ftich emotion as I feel from 
C5 *© appearing 
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< appearing in your preſence, I doubt 
not but you conſider the not owing 


<« the preſervation of your life to any 
« « body but myſelf, as the greateſt 
10 « part of your preſent misfortune; but 
« I muſt own. it is the only eircum- 
6 ' ſtance that has g given me any plea- 
60 ſure ſince I ſaw you laſt, and the 
1 « only, one, perhaps, from which 1 

« ſhall ever receive any as long as I 
« live. Though I have been the 
15 fatal deſtroyer of one life, heaven 
66 < has made me amends i in permitting 


. eme to be the preſerver of your's; 
« and be the remainder of my days ever 

4 fo wretched, I ſhall patiently endure 

« them for this ſingle bleſſing.” Oh! 
Emmy, there | is no deſcribing what I 

* 
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Felt; how moving were his words, 
how ſtill more affecting was his man- 
ner; a thouſand times was I going to 
run into his arms, but the remem- 


brance of my unfortunate couſin re- 


ſtrained me. I burſt into tears; Oh! 
* my Lord, this unhappy life of mine 
« was not worth preſerving ;. and my 
« oreateſt misfortune i is, not being able 
to thank you as I ought. I can 
<* never forget your kindneſs and ge- 
ie neroſity, but this muſt be the laſt 
time that honour, that decorum, 
« will ever ſuffer me to acknowledge 
« it,” He had ſent home a perſon 
to order the carriage, which was juſt 
then arrived, and without making any 
enquiries how the Marquis had faved 
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my life, I hurried i into it. The Mar- 


quis and I both wept, but could 
neither of us utter a word when we 
parted.” My father was not at home 
on my return, ſo I went to bed imme- 
| diately, and there indulged a grief as 


ineffectual as it will be laſting. Come | 


foon iy you love 


our ſadly complaining 


C. FnxAxerok r. 
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LE hm 


FROM MR. CHARLES FRANCFORT TO 
SIR GEORGE GRANDON, BART, 


ND ſo, Sir George, you want to 
_* > know how I like being houſe- 
keeper to Sir Gregory; you think I 
might as well be the ancient gentle- 
| woman that locks up his china, and 
| carries his keys. Why, faith, the 
| | filence and ſolemnity that reign here, 
caſt a pretty great damp upon my 
ſpirits; but the old gentleman is fo 
| very good humored—it1s rather injur- 


ing 
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ing him to ſay good humored, he has 
ſo very good a heart, that if he can 
perſuade me to be as good as himſelf, 
it will be very well; but if he cannot, 
I ſhall be worſe here than any where; 
for the devil take me, if it will not 
give me a curſed deal of uneaſineſs to 
vex him; ſo for his own happineſs, 1 
muſt ſometimes deceive him, and make 
him think I am. better than I really 


am. He has ſent me ſeveral times to 


my father's, leſt I ſhould be dull, cr 
gui me convient aſſer, for it is a good 
gallop, and my ſiſter has got a charm- 


ing pretty girl with her, whom I cannot 


help lamenting is no ways come-at- 
able. She has got a lover there, a 
young man I don't know what to 
make 
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make of at preſent, but I may find 
means, perhaps, to diſplace him; the 
girl does not ſeem to like him, ſo there 
will be leſs difficulty in the conqueſt, 
though there will. be, perhaps, leſs 
pleaſure. I think you and I have 
agreed that the pleaſure lies in the dif- 
ficulty. | lfte 
Sir Gregory is gone into his. hay 
field; I will go and make the good old 
ſoul happy by toſſing his hay about; 
and when he is gone, perhaps if the 
hay-makers are pretty, I may make 
myſelf ſo by toſſing them about 2 
little, | 


«« Green was her gown upon the graſs. 
Oh! ſuch were the joys of our dancing days.“ 


* 


How 
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How long will it be, think you 
George, before .yau hear of ſome 
curſed ſcrape that I am got into? 1 
wonder what I ſhall do; I am ſure 1 
have no harm in my pate at preſent, 
and I have got money enough in my 
pocket; but yet you know me, George; 
you know what a ſad dog is | 


Your 


Cn. FRANCFORT, 


L E T- 
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LETTER X. 


FROM THE MARQUIS OF D*** 0 LORD 
ROBERT FILLIGARD. 


I Am ſeldom happy! I may fay 
never, without it is by chance in a 
dream, and yet I very rarely remain 
in bed tlll five o'clock. A few morn- 
ings paſt, I had a dream, but not one 
of thoſe I have been juſt boaſting of; 
1 thought I ſaw Miſs Francfort, and 
the generous man I killed, walking 
hand in hand in our garden, and their 
garments were both bloody. I got up 
and 


7 * 
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and ordered my horſe. I continually 
ride twenty miles to breakfaſt at a 
ſmall public houſe, from whence I 
can ſee the top of a building which 
emerges from ' ſome trees in Miſs 
Francfort's father's grounds; to view 
this pleaſing tower, I ſometimes go 
with the ſame ſpeed and impatience 
as if I were ſure to ſee Miſs. Francfart 
herſelf; and ſometimes, loſt in thought, 
Jam inſenſibly conducted thither : 
with Whatever pace my horſe chuſes 
to go, who, poor fellow, wants no 
guide to direct hifn to a good break - 
faſt. That morning my dream had 
vrought ſo ſtrongly upon my imagi- 
nation, that inſtead of the fierce i impa- 


Gepe, or che careleſs indifference with 
which 
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which I uſed to ſet out, according to 
the mood I happened to be in, I 
mounted my horſe with an air of buſi- 
neſs and importanee, and ſeemed as if 
going on ſome act of duty and neceſſity. 
So indeed it proved; I went, my 
Lord, to ſave the life of her who is 
dead to me of my truly adorable Miſs 
Francfort. About five miles on this 
ſide her houſe, I ſaw a Lady walking 
ſlowly her horſe towards me; my heart 
beat ſtrong at the poſſibility of its 
being her whom I feared, yet ſo ar- 
dently longed to ſee. It was her—yes, 
my friend, it was her; no ſooner had 
J approached near enough to be con- 
vinced that it was the only face I could 
view with delight, but her horſe ſtarted 
violently 
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violently at a dog jumping through the 
hedge, which threw her upon the 
| horſe's, neck; 1 thought ſhe would 
| Have. recovered. her ſeat, but in ſtrug- 
gling to tiſe, the ſaddle turned round, 
and ſhe hung by means of a belt with 
her beauteous head-in the duft. Thad 
almoſt loſt my ſenſes at the-ſound of her 
voice, and the ſight of her. danger; 1 
was not near enough to ferze the horſe; 
judge of the agonies I ſuffered when I 
ſaw him paſs by me with amazing ra- 
pidity, yet dreaded to follow all my 
foul held dear. I threw myſelf from 
my horſe, and drawing my contenu de 
ebaſſe, 1 Yan, you may ſuppoſe, no 
common pace. I ſoon loſt ſight of 
her by the turning of the road; but at 
Dada every 
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every winding I ſlackenedl my pace 
left:T might frigliten him again after 
he was ſtopped! Thisprevavitior Had 
its ſuc ceſs; Ii turned! a corner where! 
this abhhorred beaſt was, ſtanding! 
trembling and itrefolute whether he. 
ſnould not agaitt take to his heels; I 
alſo trembled to approach kim leſt he 
ſhould; but he-was deterred: from i it, 
by having his foot · tirougli one of the 
brides, which I came near enough to 
ſnatch hold on 1 had the pleaſure to 
find (if any ſenſution at ſuch an inter- 
val can be called by that name) that it 
was only the . 
fort's hat that: had ctrailed che 4 
ſhe-was totally inenſible; but I c 
not · perceive any hurt. I ſeht her fer- 

aan! | : vant 
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vant (who had the good ſenſe to keep 
at a proper diſtance) for a ſurggon to 
bleed her, and prevailed upon a travel - 
1 ler to go to Mr. Francfort's for a car- 
if _  riage. I then took her in my arms, 
| and carried her a little diſtance from 
the road, and ſeating her on a hillock, 
ſat down myſelf to ſupport her. I 
pulled off her gloves, and ventured to 
Kiſs her hands, in hopes that freedom 
might alarm her into life; they were 
warm, but ſhe was inſenſible to what 
had filled me with tranſport. I was 
convinced ſhe was alive, and ſo ardently 

did J long to ſec her eyes opened, that 
1 hgd the courage to kiſs ber eye lids; 
had ſhe opened them, I could not ex- 
pect to be viewed bat with a look of 

Jas \ referent 
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reſentment and diſdain; and for the 
firſt time, happy ſhould I have thought 
myſelf to have been regarded with the 
cruelleſt ſhe could aſſume. I ſighed 
over her, and wiping the duſt from her 
face and hair, I perſuaded myſelf that 
ſhe grew paler and colder; I preſſed 
my lips on her cheek, in hopes to bring 
to it ſome warmth and bluſhes, but 
without any ſucceſs, and with but little 
ſatisfaction, for I began to deſpair of 
reviving her by my careſſes, which, as 
ſhe was inſenſible to them, ſeemed 
now no more than kiſſing a beautiful 
picture. I alſo began to be aſhamed of 
any thing which had the appearance of 
conſulting my own pleaſure, rather 
than her welfare; I had then recourſe 
1 fi to 
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to the vain expedient of fanning het 


with my hat; and obſerving that there 
was a little clear running water in a 
ditch juſt by, I laid her gently down, 

and went and filled my hat with ſome 
of it; with which I returned and 
ſprinkled her face. But finding this 
to be equally ineffe&ual with all T had 
done; and deſpairing of. any timely 
affiftance, I. fat down by her over- 

whelmed with anxiety and grief, and 
taking one of her hands, was bathing 
it with my rears, when I was rouſed by 
the clatter of horſes; I looked up, 
and had the] joy to find it was the ſer- 


vant returned with a ſurgeon. For 
| « heaven's fake!” cried I, ſtarting up 


eagerly, « Joſe no time, if ſhe is not 
« * already 
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&« already dead.” He had brought a 
glaſs, and ſome water and drops in a 


phial, which he poured out inſtantly, 
and forced down her throat; then giv- 
ing me ſome ſalts to hold to her noſe, 
he proceeded to bleed her. Her arm 
had not bled long, before ſhe began to 


revive; never was agitation equal to 
mine! I was on one knee behind her, 


to prevent her ſinking; and when I 


perceived ſhe had motion, I was myſelf 
ready to faint; I began to tremble at 
the thoughts of her ſeeing me, 

much as if I had been the occaſion . 


her accident, inſtead of the fortunate 


means of preſerving her life. The 
moment her ſenſe was reſtored, ſhe 
fixed her eyes upon the ſervant, and 


Vol. II. 9 with 
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with a voice and air expreſſing amaze- 
ment and apprehenſion, ſhe cried, 
« Oh! Edward, where am I? What 
have you done?” The poor fellow 
. replied, ** I have only been, Madam, 
<« to fetch a ſurgeon, as that gentleman 
« ordered.” She turned her head, and 


fixing on me thoſe eyes which I feared 


never to ſee again, ſhe gave a ſhriek, 
and ſprung from me with a cdunte- 
nance of horror and ſurpriſe. The 
ſurgeon prevailed on her to ſtand ſtill, 
and let him tie up her arm, which ſhe 
'* ſubmitted to. I ſtood like a guilty 


wretch on the ſame ſpot where ſhe had 


left me, reflecting with anguifh how 


truly hateful I muſt be to her ſight. 


She caſt upon me her eyes Once more, 
SY and 
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and perceiving the cruel conflict of my 


ſoul, which was tortured betwixt love, 


fear, hope, and remorſe, a generous 


compaſſion ſeemed in her face to have 
taken place of that ſeverity, which had 
not only awed me into ſilence, but 
almoſt ſtopped the blood from return- 
ing to my heart. Thus encouraged, 
I ventured to ſpeak; yes, my Lord, 1 
preſumed to tell her, that however 
unhappy ſhe muſt be, not to owe her 
preſervation to any other than myſelf, 
that heaven had ſhown me ſufficient 
kindneſs, after having been the de- 
ſtroyer of one life, to permit me to be 
the preſerver of her's. I do not know 
what I added, but this amiable en- 
chanting woman was moved to tears; 

D 2 ſhe 
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ſhe compaſſionated me, my Lord; ſhe 
lamented that what had paſſed, pre- 
vented ſuch acknowledgements as her 
gratitude wiſhed to make, I was con- 
tented—T was happy—but for a mo- 
ment only; ſhe ſtruck a dagger to my 
heart by the laſt cruel ſentence ſhe 
pronounced. Oh! my Lord, can I 
repeat it? there is but too much Juſtice 
in my doom; Honor and decornm,” 
added ſhe, <« forbid that I ſhould ever 
again acknowledge the many obli- 
<« oations I have to you.” How gene- 
rous, and how juſt is ſhe! How 
wretched and ill-fated am I! We had 
no more time for converſation; the 
carriage was arrived; my tears, not 
words, expreſſed my ſufferings; the | 

blerſelf 
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| herſelf wept at the cruel ſentence, 
which ſhe could not revoke, or at the 
violent emotion it had occaſioned in 
me; and hurrying into the chariot, left 
me in a fituation which no pen nor 
tongue can deſcribe. But let me con- 
ſider that ſhe exiſts; that ſhe is now 
but twenty miles from me. How 
ſhould I have ſupported life, had I not 
been ſo happy as to have preſerved 
her's? When I ought to rejoice, let 
me not repine. How much more 
wretched might have been your per- 
haps, too diſcontented 


Friend, 


D. ? 


D 3 LE Fe 
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FROM SIR GEORGE ORANDOoN, BART, 


TO MR, CHARLES FRANCFORT, 


OU aſk me, my friend, what 
folly I think you will be guilty 
of next; faith! I know not ; but I 
hope it will not be ſeriouſly falling in 
love with this handſome girl you talk 
of; that, after all, would be comble 
de ridicule, I ſuppoſe if you ſhould 

commit this folly, I ſhall be told that 
when you behold her, every thing that 


is perfect in nature preſents itſelf to 


your 
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your view; that you have a thouſand 
new ſenſations, all exquiſite, which 
have taken poſſeſſion of your ſoul, 
with a certain mixture of joy and aſto- ; 
niſhment; that, as the ſong ſays, At 
e once it both wounds you, and tickles 
« your heart;” in ſhort, that you are 
all extaſy, and almoſt beſide yourſelf: 
but I ſhall not be told one word of 
your apprehenſions, and your humili- 
ations, which you will have in abun- 
dance; for however i imperious, bold, 
or eloquent, you may be, if you ſhould 
happen to adore a perſon whocontemns 
you, however you may have ſummoned 
your courage, whatever fine harangue 
you may have prepared, they will be 
ſo many dreams and phantoms that 
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will vaniſh at the ſight of this bright 
' fun of your's, and you will want the 
power of utterance; it will be only 
your eyes that will dare to ſpeak for 
you, and teſtify by their-languor the 
exceſs of pleaſure and reſpect which 
ariſes from ſuch an interview. You 
do not ſpeak of your retirement with 
the averſion I imagined you would, 
| which, moſt probably, ariſes from the 
fancy you have taken to this girl. 
You will be loſt, Charles, to every 
thing, if you will remain where you 
are; but no body miſs or lament you 
more than . 


Your Friend, 


G. GRAN DON. 


«L E T- 
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LETTER XII. 


FROM LORD ROBERT FILLIGARD TO 
THE MARQUIS OF D**#*, 
EY 


I Know not, my dear Marquis, what 

arms to adviſe you to take up 
againſt this love, the moſt dangerous 
enemy that wiſdom meets; for of all 
the paſſions which moleſt her, it is cer- 
tainly the only one againſt which ſhe 
has no defence. We gradually per- 
ceive the attacks of all other paſſions, 
ſome of which, indeed, we rather re- 


ceive as welcome gueſts, than pernici- 
D 5 ous 
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- - ous enemies; but we have the power 


to guard the paſſages of our hearts 
againſt their entrance, or to drive them 
out, even when they have obtained it : 
but love glides in ſo imperceptibly, 
that it is impoſſible to remark the 
time or manner of his entrance; like 


a maſked enemy, he advances and lays 
ſiege to the capital, our ſouls, before 

we are ſenſible of our danger, and then 

it 15 too late to drive him thence; he 

remains triumphant, and wiſdom and 

reaſon become his ſlaves. Is this (you 

will ſay) conſolation? No, my friend; 
and I am ſorry to reply, that I know 
3 of none; at leaſt, what will appear ſo 
| to a generous mind; There are thou- 
| ſands beſides yourſelf, who are ſuffer- 


ing 
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ing, at this time, the ſame kind of mis- 
fortune, as this you lament; only, per- 
haps, - they have not the happineſs to 
find their paſſion returned, which they 
would thiak a ſufficient compenſation 
for all their pains. This, my Lord, 
might be a conſolation to ſome perſons, 
but to you it will be a grief, feeling ſo 
much, to reflect that others are ill 


more afflicted. Adieu! Believe me 
to be with the ſtrongeſt attachment, 


Your Lordſhip's 
Very ſincere F riend, 
And obedient Servant, 


FILLIGARD, 


7 HE 3: 7, 9 
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LETTER XII. 


FROM THE MARQUIS OF D*** ro Lok 
ROBERT FILLIGARD., 


JOUR Lordſhip does me juſtice, 

in ſuppoſing, that I ſhould find 
no conſolation in the perfuaſion that 
others were more unhappy than my- 
ſelf; but I muſt beg leave to diſſent 
from you, in believing that any one 
who is not preciſely in my ſituation, 
can be ſo unhappy as Iam. Mine is a 


ſtate totally devoid of hope, which is 
what the moſt deſpairing, and the moſt 


ſlighted 
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lighted lover at ſome time enjoys. He 

may lament the abſence òf the beloved 
object, and his conſtant attendants 

may be chagrine and inquietude; he 
may have no friends but what are 

troubleſome; no amuſements but ſuch 
as are become tireſome; nothing in 
life may give him pleaſure, but ſilence 
and ſolitude ; he may prefer darkneſs, - 
and the deſart, and complain not but 
to the winds, the foreſts, and the foun- 

- tains, comparing his agitation to that 
of the one, and her inſenſibility to chat 

of the others. But after long being 
tormented with theſe kind of chimeras, 
will he not begin inſenſibly to reflect 
on thoſe happy moments when he ſhall 
again behold the object of his tender- 4 
| neſs ? 


* 
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neſs? when he ſhall ſpeak to her, and 
recount the.number of thoſe ſighs and 
tears which ſhe has cauſed? Some- 
times will he revolve in his mind the 
arguments with which he ſhall ſoften 
her rigor, the thanks with which he 
ſhall repay : fome Kindneſs, and the 
oaths with which he ſhall confirm his 
vows of conſtancy. Is it then incon- 
ſiſtent with his ſituation, as with mine, 
to write to her whom he adores? 18 
this no-indulgence? Will not many a 
languid, heavy hour be paſſed by the 
aid of his pen? He writes, obliterates, 
and tears what diſpleaſes him; and if 
he ſuffers ought in his paper to remain, 
it is that which treats of the exceſs of 
his conſtancy and his love, which he 1s 
| happy, 
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happy, at leaſt for a moment, in ſup- 
poſing will forward his ſuit, beſides 
the pleaſing artifices he employs for 


rendering theſe letters, and the extra- 


vagance he is guilty of, if by chance 
he receives one from her he loves. 
Retract then, my Lord, what you have 
ſaid; I am the moſt unhappy: no, 
there is one thing alone could -make 
my ſituation more deplorable, which 


would be the reflexion that it was a 


baſe, rather than a raſh act, that has 


been the means of baniſhing hope from 


my breaſt, This I conſider only as the 


unfortunate conſequence of my raſh- 
neſs, but otherwiſe I-ſhould have re- 


garded it as a juſt puniſhment due to 
my baſeneſs, If I have any conſola- 


tion, 
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tion, it is that I am not an object of 
contempt, but pity; and that however 
I may have forfeited my pretenſions to 
happineſs, I have not yet forfeited your 
Lordſhip's eſteem, the enjoyment 
of which advantage, not even my ſuf- 
ferings have made me inſenſinle to. 
You grant me the only indulgence I 
am capable of taſting, which is that of 
talking of my too fondly beloved Miſs 
Francfort, whilſt you lament the too 
hard fate of her wretched lover, and 
your Lordſhip's trueſt friend, 


D* 
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LETTER XIV; 


FROM MR, CHARLES FRANCFORT ro 
GEORGE GRANDON, BART, 


Y dear dark painter, Grandon, 
& what a picture have you made 
of a man in love! There may be ſome 
whining puppies, ſuch as you -repre- 
ſent, and your kindneſs for me giving 
you apprehenſions that I may myſelf 
be one, has made you paint them all 
ſuch, in hopes to deter me, at all events, 
from running the hazard of being ſo 
great a fool; but 1 thank you, Sir 
George, 
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George, I do not perceive any of thoſe 
kind of ſymptoms; and likewiſe am I 
convinced, though they may be inſe- 
parable from ſome conſtitutions, that 
I, and many others, could be in love, 


without loſing the power of ſpeech: 
but a good painter can repreſent the 
ſame object to give both pleaſure and 
averſion; and I am clearly of opinion, 
that if you had had no dread of my 
becoming that whining, contemptible 
animal you deſcribe, you could laugh 
with me at the thouſand extravagant 
things which love could inſpire me to 
do or ſay: but then, perhaps, that is 
not what you call being ſeriouſly in 
love, nor conſequently what you are 
afraid of, and what I am prohibited 
01. from. 


THE INVOLUNTARY INCONSTANT, 67 


from. I believe you may ſet your 
heart at reſt, for I ſhall do nothing 
that will come under the article of ſeri- 
ous love, if your diſtinction can be 
judged of by the condutt of the loyer 
you deſcribe, and that of my own, 1 
ſhall not be afraid of ſpeaking to my 
miſtreſs, believe me; neither ſhall I 
always think myſelf bound to tick to 
the truth; a little hyperbole, burning, 
dying, languiſhing, talking of priſons, 
chains, and torments ; calling her my 
life, my heart, my ſoul, my treaſure, 
and ſwearing that I have more love than 
all the men in the world put together, 
and that it will laſt as long as my life; 
is my idea of making love, with a 
thouſand other fine ſpeeches vaſtly wide 

of 
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of the truth, whilſt my offers and my 
promiſes are equally beyond my power 
and my intentions. I know not what 
effect your ſerious love, as you call it, 
may have upon the conſtitution, but to 
tell you the truth, I cannot live upon 


as I am in love with Miſs Sutton, I 
ſhall not be able to exiſt here long 
without Jenny Buchanan. This in- 
dulgence you will perhaps think in- 
compatible with my preſent ſituation, 
mais point de tout. | 

I have concerted a plan which I 
think will meet with ſucceſs equal to 
its merit; I ſhall aſk my uncle to give 
| me leave to introduce a friend of mine, 
who would be happy to ſec Boon Hall, 

4 and 


che ſight of a fine woman; and as much 
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and paſs a few days here; this friend 
will be Jenny Buchanan in boy's 
cloaths; we ſhall have the ſame apart- 
ment, to avoid giving trouble; and, 

if I ſhould happen to get into any miſ- 
chief, I can lay it upon my young 
friend, and ſubmit to his being kicked 
out, So I felicitate myſelf much upon 
my project, and think you will concur 
with me in its being an eligible one. 
I am Sir George's | 


Very ſincere F riend, 
And humble Servant, 


Cha. FrancrorT. 


LE 
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LET TRR. xy. 


FROM SIR GREGORY FRANCFORT, BART, 
TO THOMAS FRANCFORT, ESQ. 


8 J am not quite ſo young as my 

nephew, I cannot viſit you quite 
ſo often as he does. The diſtance, 
which renders it troubleſome for my 
viſiting, is rather a pleaſing circum- 
ſtance to him, as it is the means of fur- 
niſhing him a good ſcamper; and I 
lay him under no reſtriction about 
WW for I ſhall think myſelf tho- 
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roughly recompenſed, if they are 
ſpoiled in any expedition -which 
either improvcs him, or prevents his 
falling into miſchief, e | 

I have not yet had any reaſon for 
cenſuring his conduct: he has deſired 
leave to introduce a friend of his, 
which, I think, is a proof that he 
is not diſpleaſed with his manner of 
life, as well as that he has no doubts 
of my willingneſs to oblige him, 
This is what I have endeavored to 
perſuade him; therefore I have ac- 
quieſced in almoſt all his ſchemes, 
and have not oppoſed the intro- 
duction of the friend, nor even 
enquired who, or what he is; for 


where I repoſe a confidence, I never 
admit 


S 
. * 
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S admit a ſuſpicion. I am, my dear 
| brother, 


99 — 
- 


; Your's affectionately, 


G. FRANCFORT; 


2 
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LETTER, XVL 


FROM MR. CHARLES FRANCFORT TO 
SR GRE GRANDON, BART, 


ERE ſhe is, Sir George, at your 
ſervice; no, faith, 1 cannot ſay 

that quite neither; but here ſhe is, 
however, and you cannot imagine 
what an innocent, lively, little lad 
ſhe looks like. Sir Gregory ſays, 
„Why, Charles, your friend is 
« handſome enough for a woman.” 
And really he is as civil to her as if 
he knew ſhe was one, I am almoſt 
Vol. II. E inclined 
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inclined to be jealous of the old gentle- 
man, and to perſuade myſelf that he 
underſtands the farce which I have 
began, and has am inclination to make 
one in it himſelf. | 
Jo men there is certainly ſomething 
very pleaſing : in the manners, as well 
as in the features of women. I ſhall 
£ take her to-morrow to ſee Camilla, 
and dare engage ſhe will not be half 
lo much ſtruck with the beauty of my 
little, Jenny, as my reverend uncle 
is. 4 
1 1 think, George, he would be 
pleaſed with the diſcovery if one had 
@ mind to ſacrifice the girl, one might 
be pretty ſure of a triumph over him; 


. Wu 
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and it would be a great one to detect 
a wiſe old law-giver in the very follies 
he is condemning in us young folks. 
But, however, good generous ſoul as 
he is, he neither condems nor ſuſpects, 
and he is too reſpectable to be played 
upon for ſport. I would make an 
example of an old ſquare- toes, if he 
deſerved it, as ſoon as any one; or if 
IT were to get any thing by it, I 
ſhould not be over ſcrupulous , 
but as it is, I. will not be like 
thoſe fooliſh toads, the frogs, 
which prayed to Jupiter for a 
King; for if I was to pray for 
an hour, I could never have any 
body more indulgent to me than 

E 2 this 
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this ſame Sir Gregory. So I am his 
and 


1: 4 TORT very humble Servant, 


CHa. FRANCFORT. 
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LETTER XVI. 


FROM THE SAME TO THE SAME, 


HEN Iwrote to you laſt, I was 

_* ſomewhat jealous, you may 
remember, about an old man's taking 
too much notice of my companion; 
but as a leſſer misfortune always gives 
way to a greater, that little alarm is 
loſt in the formidable apprehenſions 
that are occaſioned by a young man, 
Mr. Vernon, who has taken ſuch a 
fancy to my Jenny, that I can hardly 
E 3 55 help 


738 run INVOLUNTARY INCONSTAN'T: 
help ſuſpecting her of having let him 
into the ſecret of her diſguiſe. After 
all, Sir George, theſe kind of huſſies 
are inconſtant and ungrateful; but I 
will not underſtand it, be as it mayz 
for if ſhe ſhould draw him in, it will 
be the means, perhaps, of breaking off 
his match with Miſs Sutton; to whom, 
whenever that happens, he is to give 
den thouſand pounds, which ſum ydu 
may poſſibly permit me to fall ſeriouſhy 
in love with, though you may pro- 
hibit me being ſo with the girl. 
But how happened i it, George, that 
you was ſo ſeriouſly in love with Ca- 
milla, if it is ſuch a damned thing? 1 
ſuppoſe you will ſay, it is thoſe incon- 
veniences you have experienced, that 
make 
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make you inyeigh ſo bitterly againſt 
it, You would not then think of her 
any more, . I ſuppoſe, although my 
couſin Felix is dead, and it is impoſ- 
fible ſhe ſhould have the Marquis cf 
D#*#**, Well, George, I do not offer 
her to you; I ſhall get nothing by it; 
and I do not want to encumber you 
with a wife, without the incumbrance 
of a good fortune, and Camilla will 
not be much burthened with money: 
Remember it is Miſs Sutton's ten hou · 
ſand that I am feriouſly in love with, 
and which has many charms in the 
ſight of 


Your ſteady Friend and Servant, 


CA. FRANcrokr. 


E 4 L. E T. 
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LETTER XVIII. 


FROM SIR CREGORY FRANCFORT, BART. 
ro THOMAS FRANCFORT, ESQ, 


Dear Brother, 

Very extraordinary diſcovery in 
> my family has thrown us all 
into the greateſt conſternation: I own 
it has affected me much, however eaſy 
it may ſeem to relinquiſh our preten- 


ſions to what we no longer poſſeſs; 


* what, in fact, we never were 
entitled to. But I am talking to you 
in riddles: it is impoſſible for me to 

explain 
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explain this myſtery in a letter, the 
purport of which muſt be confined to 
deſiring the favor of ſeeing you as 
ſoon as poſſible, as the diſcloſing of 
this affair may be of importance to all 
our family, as well as to, dear brocher, 


Your's affectionately, 


G. Frxancrorth 
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LETTER, XIX. 
FROM SIR GEORGE GRANDON, BART, 


TO MR. CHARLES FRANCFORT. 
14 l 4 


ov are a a orr fellow, Charles, 

| for bantering me as you do about 
. your ſiſter, Why, being ſeriouſly in 
love, is a damned thing; and it is be- 
cauſe I knew it to be ſo, that I wanted 
to ſcare you from it. Have I any rea- 
fon to ſpeak well of it, that could not 
obtain your. ſiſter in a fair way, altho 
my fortune was ſo much ſuperior, and 
was forced to have recourſe to carry- 

” ing 


I 7 
— * 


” A a l 2 F % 
THE INVOLUNTARY INCONSTANT. 83 


ing her off at laſt? Nor was that the 
worſt; the curſed ill lock I had too 
in loſing her, by the interfering of that 
ſcoundrel the Marquis: it was the 
devil of a job all together, which, I 
ſuppoſe, makes you imagine that I 
ſhall not think of her again. 

Ohl Charles, do not ſuppoſe becauſe 
I preach to you, that I am grown wiſe 
myſelf; if you were to give me any 
encouragement, now I have loſt my 
two rivals, ſo far from not thinking of 
her, I believe I ſhould think of nothing 
elſe, „uh is a proof of the 2 of 
falling ſeriouſly in love. 

Your regard for the ten thouſand 
pounds, if that is all, (which I a little 
ſuſpect it is not) will not be ſo laſting 

E 6 as 
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as mine; neither will your diſappoint- 


ment, if you fail, be equal to that of 
Your | 
G. GRANDON, 
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nn. 


FROM THOMAS FRANCFORT, ESQ. TO 


MISS FRANCFORT, 


My dear Camilla, 
Would have you prevail upon 
your company to depart, and in- 
ſtantly repair hither yourſelf. The 


diſcovery your uncle alluded to in his 


letter, is indeed a very extraordinary 
one, but I hope, from ſome certain 
circumſtances which may attend. it, 
that it will not be ſo unpleaſing to you 


as 
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as ſurpriſing. But I will not firſt 


excite your curioſity, and then hold 
you in ſuſpence; that young man, 
who, from his infancy, we all believed 
to be my brother's ſon, was no rela- 
tion to our family; Mrs. Emmitt, 
who is now at the point of death, has 
taken off from her conſcience the 
weight of this ſecret, which oppreſſed . 
her, perhaps, more than the thoughts 
of death itſelf. This unfortunate 
woman, who was your aunt's maid, 
one day, when Sir Gregory and his 
Lady were at the iſle of Wight, went 


out in a chaiſe and pair with my ne- 


phew Felix, (who was then an infant 
about ten months old) and his nurſe: 
the coachman ſat between them, and 


- 


drove, 
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drove, but by ſome accident they were 
overturned, and the child killed. 
Theſe wretched people, who were fo 
forward to encounter danger, were 
neither qualified nor prepared to ſup- 
port the conſequences of their raſh- 
neſs; they could, not without horror 
and confuſion, reflect on the dreadful 
minute when they were to'diſcloſe to 
their maſter and miſtreſs the fatal 
effects of their imprudence. Impru- 
dence is the mother of deceit: in the 
neighbourhood there was one the age 
of my nephew, the child of a poor 
farmer, which child had the ſmall pox 
coming out upon him at that time; 
this incident put them in mind of a pro- 
ject, which they no ſooner thought of, 

| than 
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than they determined to carry into exe- 
cution; it was obtaining this child of 
his parents, with an intent to impoſe 
him upon Sir Gregory and my Lady 
for their ſon, relying upon their not 


Knowing him from the. alteration 
the ſmall pox might be ſuppoſed to 
make in ſuch an infant. Finding little 
difficulty to prevail on the farmer and 
his wife to: give up this child, they 
found ſtill leſs in paſſing him off for 
him whom they had been left in charge 
of. My brother and ſiſter conſidered 
the alteration as a natural one, and 
were happy to find that the worſt of 
that terrible diſorder was paſt, without 
their having known any anxiety. 
Thus did my brother loſe his only- 
child, 


— 
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child, and ſettle his affections upon 
that of another's; but on one, who, 
perhaps, was infinitely more deſerving 
of them than his own might have 
proved, for this was certainly a very 
extraordinary young man; which 
proves fully, that there is in blood 
neither dignity nor meanneſs, neither 
virtue nor vice; for though the ſon of 
a low farmer, he was virtuous, and a 
gentleman, 

Your uncle is extremely affected by 
this diſcoyery, I think even more than 
he was at the loſs of him whom he ſup- 
poſed to be his ſon. How will you 
account for it? It cannot, ſo long after, 
be concern for the infant who was 
killed: can nature be fo ignorant of 


her 
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her rights, and fo tenacious of them 
at the ſame time, as not to perceive her 
loſs when it happens, and yet to la- 
ment it when it is paſt? The misfortune 
ſeems not to reſt in our being deceived, 
but in our detecting the deceit; and it 
is, perhaps, the wiſeſt thing we can do, 
inſtead of wiſhing always to be unde- 
ceived, to wiſh never to be fo. 

Adieu! my dear Camilla, delay not 
your journey, as you are Oy 


expected by 


Your aff:ionate Father, 


ww 


T. FRANCFORT, 


L E T- 
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LETTER XXL. 


HW 


FROM Miss SUTTON TO M133. 
FRANCFORT, 


My dear Miſs Francfort, 


I 


Intreat you would be no longer 
uneaſy at the neceſſity which obliged 
you to deſire me to quit you ſo abruptly; 
had you not been ſo kind, as to have 
ſhewn me Mr, Francfort's letter, I 
ſhould have left you full of regret and 
curioſity; but the knowledge of that 
diſcovery, ſent me off not only con- 
LE tented, 


5 


ry 
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tented, but happy. Though I aſſure 
you, even the proſpect of ſo delightful ' 
a change in your affairs, as may moſt. : 
probably be produced, had not long 

the power of enabling me to keep up 

my ſpirits. _ | 

1 muſt have left you juſt when J 

did, had you not required it, for my 
mother was that day greatly alarmed 
by an unexpected viſitor, and was go- k 

ing to ſend for me with all ſyeed. E | 
woas exceedingly ſhocked on my en- 
trance; this viſor, or rather. this. 
ghoſt, of whom: L am ſpeaking, was 
Mr. Otley, Who is | in a deep. decline; 
he told me that the phyſicians choſe 
he ſhould die at Briſtol, whither he 
was. going at the requeſt of his friends, 
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* And although you have forbidden 
cc my vilits, Miſs Sutton,” cried he, 
„ hope you will pardon. this act of 


« diſobedience in one who adores you, 
and from whom you need never ap- 


0 prehend a ſecond. I am now upon 
<« my laſt journey, and did think that 


« you would have compaſſion enough 


< not to refuſe to make the laſt ſtage 
of it as comfortable and eaſy as 
4 poſſible. I do not mean to make a 
<« merit of my ſufferings,” added he, 
applying his handkerchief to his eyes, 


nor do I mean entirely to accuſe you 


of having reduced me to this ſtate; 
« my diſappointment has aſſuredly 
been great, and much have ſuffered 
on your account, but that diſappoint- 
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<< ment had only began to work that 
effect upon my mind and frame, 
«© which has ſince been completed by 
<« the loſs of the beſt of friends, and 
« moſt deſerving of men,” It was your 

' ſuppoſed coufin that he alluded to, 
Camilla, but I could not mention the 
diſcovery to him, as it might rather 
ſeem as if I meant to reproach his 
grief, than give him any real cauſe for 
leſſening it: it would have been degrad- 

ing his choice, and the object of it, 
although they were both deſerving of 
the higheſt encomiums. Is it not 
ſhocking, that humanity muſt . be. ſo 
ſenſible to ſuch loſſes and diſappoint- 
ments as muſt unavoidably ocgurF?F 1 
do not ſay that there is abſolutely ſun 
. | a thing 
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a thing as dying of grief or diſappoint- 
ment, but I think people may be fo 
much affected by either, as to have 
their conſtitutions. hurt, and that it 
may in the end occaſion their deaths; 
and I own that I am' both ſhocked 
and concerned, that my levity ſhould 
have been in any way the occaſion of 
injuring this unhappy. perſon; it is 
certainly now too late, either to reſtore 
tranquillity to his mind, or health to 
his body, otherwiſe there would be 
ſome little reaſon to draw favorable 
eoncluſfions from the boyiſh and un- 
ſteady behavior of Mr. Vernon: I did 


not perceive that he (diſcovered: any 


attachment towards yourſelf, though 
I am inclined to ſuſpect | it, by his 
Ri making 
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making an excuſe for riding over to 
ſee your brother, ſince I left you. 
Brothers are charming creatures, when 
| they have got a pretty ſiſter! Well, if 
his viſit ſhould be to you, I will forgive 
you, though I cannot forgive myſelf 
for being ſo mercenary. How much 
do I wiſh, that either I had never ſeen 
him or Mr. Otley ! How ill concerted 
are our beſt of ſchemes !—thoſe which 
we think cannot fail of ſucceſs. l 
thought being at worſt Mrs. Vernon, 
and at beſt having ten thouſand pounds 
at my own diſpoſal, was what 1 could 
never much repent of; but now what 
happineſs would there be even in poſ- 
{ſling that ſum, if (as I fear) I have 
ſeen for the laſt time Mr. Otley? My 
mother's 
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mother's compaſſion. alone excited her 
to the ſame act of charity, as my love 
and charity united would have led me 
to have performed, which was inſiſt- 
ing on his reſting all night before he 
purſued his Journey. He feemed 
greatly obliged by this piece of hoſ- 
pitality, and was not unwilling to 
comply with it, although it could 
not make him happy; and, indeed, 
we remained in almoſt as melancholy 
a condition, as that which he was in, 
when he left us; for thoſe partings 
C>where grief is diſcovered, are joyful 
adieus compared to” thoſe where 
there is grief with a fear of dif. 
cloſing it. Such was the parting 
Vor. II. * betwixt 
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betwixt Mr. Otley and your de- 
ſpairing 
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LETHES RR, XXMH, 


FROM MISSS FRANCFORT TO Miss 
SUTTON. 


JARS. EMMITT is dead, and 
the poor woman perſiſted in it 
to the laſt, that my couſin Felix died 
by the accident ſhe mentioned. Need 
I tell you, my dear, what a train of 
Joyful ideas come pouring in upon me? 
Your melancholy account of poor Mr. 


Otley, and your reaſonable concern 
for him, keeps my joy within bounds, 
otherwiſe I don't know what effect this 
| F 2 pleaſing 


£ 
1 
* 
* 
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pleaſing proſpect, that opens to my 


view, might produce, Sir Gregory 


has reſigned, though with regret, the 
fond idea of being father to the unfor- 


tunate young man he ſo tenderly loved; 
and my father and he have already been 


ſo attentive to the happineſs of your 


Camilla, as to have expreſſed an im- 
patience towards renewing the Mar- 
quis's acquaintance. . Oh! Emily, 


my deareſt Emily, what an unhoped 


for bleſſing ! for it was unhoped, tho 


ſo ardently deſired. Prone as we are, 


to. cheriſh the comforter hope, I had 
baniſhed it from my breaſt : who could 
have entertained it in a ſituation ſuch 
as mine? Do not then deſpair, Mr. 
Otley: may recover, Mr. Vernon may 
no 
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no longer ſtand in the way of your 


happineſs. After what has happened, 
may not Emily be as bleſt as her 


CAMILLA. 
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LETTER XXIII. 


FROM THE MARQUIS OF D*** To LoRD 
ROBERT FILLIGARD, 


\HINK not, my Lord, when ! 

tell you-I am the happieſt of 

men, that the misfortunes of which I 
ſo loudly complained, have made me 
j loſe the uſe of my reafon, and that I 
neun not what I fay. I repeat it,— 


yes, again I repeat it, I am the hap- 
| pieſt of mortals; partake of my feli- 
| city, my Lord, as you did of my mi- 
B ſery. What an unexpected cauſe for 
; joy! 
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joy! The gentleman I fought with was 
not Miſs Francfort's relation. Sir Gre- 
gory had loſt before, that fon whom 
he imagined fell by my hand; and the 
perſon who really did, was the child 
of ſome poor farmer, that Sir Gregory's 
ſervants had impoſed upon him for his 
own. What an event! I have received 
an obliging invitation from Sir Gregory 
Francfort, who politely excuſes himſelf 
From waiting on me, to wiſh me joy of 
a diſcovery, which renders the ſepara- 
tion of our families no longer neceſſary. 
Oh! my Lord, is not this nt Sor 
admitting me to a ſight of my Camilla, 
but ſupplying me alſo with the moſt 
„ 
F 4  _ areaſon 
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a reaſon for our families being . N 
4 a e then may they be united. 6 3 
Hommueh, ho! 


very much are our 


natures framed to endure ] It has often 5 
been matter of aſtoniſhment to me, 
how I could live under fuch great and 
conſtant uneaſineſs; and now am I as 
much furpriſed, how I can ſupport 
this unexpected and extravagant joy. 
You muſt be 2 8 by wy "I 


x 


hn | 
3 
(7 e 3 


lame Deotiorria, | ax you was 


7 — by my ſufferings. I proteſt TOI my 
© hopes, that if your tranſports are not 


almoſt equal te mine, I will renounce 
you for ever; it ſhall cancel all your 
former kindneſs, for I can neither 
1 ſuffer you to remain nn to my 
3 Joy, 4 
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joy, nor to think that I can ever expreſs 
it too extravagantly. The — 
waits to carry en Hil. 


| Your fopremely r 
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Po 


LETTER XXIV. 


FROM SIR GEORGE GRANDON, BART. 


TO MR. CHARLES FRANCFORT. 


S it true, my dear Charles, this 

devil of a report, that it was not 
your couſin whom the Marquis of 
D* fought with? That your family 
and his are quite reconciled ? And that 
he is actually going to marry your 
ſiſter? My love for her, you know, 
Charles, is not inconſiderable; but rat 
me, if I don't think my hatred for the 
Marquis is ſtill greater. When I was 


going 
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going off with Miſs Francfort, I had 
drank juſt enough to make me valiant, 
in caſe we had met with any accident, 
or oppoſition, and he; like a ſcoundrel, 
made me as drunk as the d-—], and 
then took advantage of me, by carry- 
ing off your ſiſter. I never was treated 
ſo unlike a gentleman before. D—n 
him, I wiſh I had ſent him a challenge 
the next day. 

L You ſeemed to hint, Charles, in the 
jeſting way, (but faith this is no time 
for jeſting) that you wiſhed I had her 
ſtill; if you can think of any thing 
_ deſperate, 'I am at you, that's all; for 
I could bear the thoughts of loſing 
her, but my diabolical ſpirit will not 
let me patiently endure his ſucceſs, 

F 6 Adieu 


3: os rn INVOLUNTARY INCONSTHhNT. | 
| Adieu! I am too much agitated to 
write more; I ſhould fill my paper 
with nothing but curſing and ſwearing. 
Fi) Think then what is to be done for 
: . — Fat: Wo Your. * . 4 
ee G. GRAND. | 
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ſee the Marquis and Camilla. They 
are wandering about here, and repoſ- 
ing upon the moſſy ſeats, and violet 
banks, (and to be ſtill more poetical) 
. are begging a ſhelter from the noon- 
day ſun, in eglantine and woodbine 
+ bowers, as happy as their firſt parents, 
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- 5 
* ; 
„ 
hy - . * o 5 * — 


— 


TROM MR. CHARLES” FRANCFORT ro 4 
six GEORGE/GRANDON.- 


FS it true? Yes, faith is it. You 
*.would not aſk, were you but to 


3 . A Cans 1 


whilſt I, ever ſtudious for your good, 
| and 
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and not loving in my heart the Mar- 
quis, any more than you do, am 
creeping and ſculking about like the 
ſerpent, imagining miſchief; but I 
have not as yet been able to contrive 
any. However, I would not have 
you deſpair; there is a piece of news, 
which, by your ſilence, I ſuppoſe you 
have not heard; Miſs Jenny Buchanan, 
the faithful Miſs Jenny, as I fuſpected, 
is going to run away with Mr. Vernon; 
ſhe told me chat he had found her out; 
that he likes her, and intends. to marry 
her, and, without I chuſe to marry her 
myſelf, ſhe ſhall take him at his word, 
. becauſe ſhe always intended to marry 
as ſoon. as ſhe could. What a fine 
compliment ſhe pays me! I marry ber 


voila 
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woila ce qui eft beau. Did you ever 
hear of ſach a ſaucy huſſy? or ſuch a 
fooliſh puppy? If I oppoſe the ſcheme, 
ſhe ſhall make herſelf known to' Sir 
Gregory, and to my father, and expoſe 
me; if not, ſhe ſhall leave Boon Hall 
directly, and they need never know 
that the perſon Mr. Vernon marries 
is herſelf. So you ſee, I have not itin 
my power to prevent her, without 
blowing myſelf; neither, if he is fool 
enough to marry her, would I wiſh to 
do it on account of Miſs Sutton, and 
the ten thouſand pounds. What a 
curſed mortifying thing this ſtep of Mr. 
Vernon's will be to Sir Charles, who 
meant to infure his ſon's happineſs, by 
ſecuring - him a wife whom he ap- | 
** | proved; 
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| proved; but by that means, he deprived 


ſo he even preferred the poor triumph 


him of what men dearly love, which is | 
the | pleaſure; of . prevailing, Miſs 
Sutton had bound herſelf to accept 
him, prior to all courtſhip, and there | 
was nothing more to be ſaid about it; 


of perſuading the paltry Buchanan, to 
the already n nnn Miſs 
Suttows promiſe. a 

I think he is n W to me 
for having found To. good an excuſe 
for his bad conduct; but I really am 
ſomewhat of his way of thinking. 
When one is feri ouſly in love, you 
you know, Sir George, prevailing by 
one's own eloquence, is like fighting | 
nel and gaining a. Joyful victory: 
and 


. 
\ 


CS 
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and if one is more indifferent, it is a 


kind of ſham battle. A few proteſ- 
tations, a little ſwearing, and forſwear- 
ing, we know the women like thoſe 
ſort of lovers better than your tongue- 
tied ſwains, who only talk with their 


eyes. I intend to perjure myſelf hourly, 


to gain Miſs Sutton's affections, and 1 


would not have you be ſparing of oaths 
and proteſtations, if ever you chance 
— de he gn in company with ami. : 


Ad W . 


vou wiſn 


75 11 * +4 : 
Your 
CA. FRANCFORT, 
EN 8 5 LE T- 
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LETTER XXVL 


- FROM / MISS | SUTTON - TO Miss 
x FRANCFORT. 


HE incloſed is a letter from 
Sir Charles Vernon, for whom 
I cannot help feeling, although that 
of which he complains is the cauſe af 


* my felicity. You may alſo rejoice, 

F my Camilla, for half my wiſhes are 

© ), accompliſhed. Mr. Vernon has already 
'S f | given that proof of his inconſtancy 
28 which I hoped for, and now is there 
. . ought to be wiſhed for, but the reco- 
* | | very 
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very of Mr. Otley ? Ungrateful and 
preſumptuous mortals! whoſe only 
acknowledgement of a benefit, is aſk- 


ing for ſomething more, which they 
vainly imagine wonld make (what 
they have no right to expect) their 
happineſs complete. Yet mortals will 


be mortals, and, perhaps, your Emily 


more unreaſonable than any. - Yes, I 
will own, little as I perceive I have 
been capable of fixing the ſtandard for 


3 happineſs, that I cannot for- 
dear not only wiſhing-—T would again 
preſume to op khe hand of chance, 


and, though I have already miſtaken 
the road, yet would I again venture to 
pier __ But often when we accuſe 

chance, 


—_” Aa. 3 <a YES 4 2 
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chance, we dot t give her fair play, 
nor even put it in her power to ſerve 
1 would, Camilla, - yes, I muſt 
confide my ſecret in your boſom; I 


would be | fo weak, ſo imprudent, 
ſo—whatever' name you chuſe to call 


| 5 | it, as to go down to Briſtol, Nor is 
this all; I would, yes, my friend, 1 
 wohld that you ſhould not only be 


* 
5 
F 
$ | 

% 
7 


3 


- ro 7 2 b- 3 
| your RT you may 4 8 quit 
the Marquis for a mort time. 22 9 


But 1 leave vou. to judge of 4 | 
requeſt, and to the, peruſal. of Sir 
Charles. Venen letter, which has 


De TEE - occaſioned 
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occaſioned both pleaſure and con- | ' 
cern to 1 
vx #.4 , at 0 L ly 4 
; Your affectionate Friend, 
EmMiLY SUTTON, 


v— — 
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FROM SIR  CHARLES-. VERNON, BART. 
TO MISS SUTTON. 


1 >2./ Felt. 


* 


Dear Madam, 
T is but this moment, that I am 
ſo unhappy as to find, that all my 


endeavors to prevent the ruin of my 
ſon are ineffectual; his bad conduct 
has doubly robbed me of the comforts 
of a father, by taking from me abſo- 
lutely all hopes of your becoming my 
daughter. Oh! Miſs Sutton, he has 


-given me one unworthy of that title; 


one, 
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one, who will not only render my 


family uneaſy, but diſgrace it; one 
whom, though he was not aſhamed to 
marry, he is aſhamed to name. He 
only writes me, that he is ſet off for 


Scotland with the only perſon with 
whom he thinks he can be happy and 


that he Bei no doubt of being ſo, 


having had an opportunity of com- 
paring her with others whom he ap- 
proved, and finding in her ſome ching 
ſtill more agreeable. 

I was diſcontented and diſpleaſed at 
this intelligence; but, heavens! what 
a ſhock was it to me, when, upon en- 


quiry, I found that it was with a com- 
mon kept miſtreſs he was gone off! If 
I have any conſolation, it 1s that I have 


* 


had 
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had the precaution: to prevent your 
ng a ſufferer by his folly. . 
As ſoon as his marriage is confirmed, 
1 ſhall ſend my ſteward to pay you the 
ten thouſand pounds; and I heartily 


5 wiſh that. my ſon had no greater loſs, 


than what he will find in the payment 
of chat ſum. Without he had proved 
more deſerving of you, I think I may 
venture to ſay, Madam, that you have 
no loſs; though I ſincerely lament for 
his ſake, and my own as well as your 5, 
that his conduct has not been ſuch as 
would have rendered him worthy the 
honor you intended to do him. He 
| might then have made you happy, and 
- me alſo; whereas now you are only 


Ty made amends for being ſubject 


to 


3 — 
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to his capi iciouſneſs; and I am very 
much concerned at the diſappointment 
to my wiſhes; but although I am de- 
nied the ſatisfaction of being called 
your father, I hope not to loſe the title 
of friend, as I ſhall on all occaſions 


rejoice to prove myſelf ſuch, as well as 


to aſſure you, that I am full of cha- 
grin and regret, Madam, 


Your moſt obedient pn 


C. VERNON. 


Vol. II. 


Ard D 
. 
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ern. 
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r OM MISS FRANCFORT TQ MISS 


4 | | Q 
SUTTON, 


Was 45 IL. 
JE certainly, my dear Emily, 

have a claim upon each other 
to aſk aſſiſtance, when our ſituation 
ſeems to require it; and as to our 


weakneſs in purſuing that which is not 
calculated to improve our happineſs, 
it matters but little, as we muſt ſuffer 
from the failing of human nature, 
whether thoſe ſufferings ariſe from 

having 
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having obtained what is prejudicial to 
us, or from the want of ſomething 
which we cannot obtain. But from 
our ſhort- fightedneſy, we aim At ” thoſe 
things which are diſadvantageous to 
us, we have yet this adyantage from 
the ſame imperfection in our natures, 
viz. that we often fruſtrate what we 
wiſh to bring about, But as we know, 
that. next to being really happy, the 
greateſt pleaſure is attempting to be 
ſo, we muſt make the trial; and I 
ſhould think myſelf very little deſerv- 
ing the felicity I enjoy, if I refuſed 
any thing in my power towards contri- 
buting to that of your's. 

After all that I have ſaid concern- . 
ing our falſe ideas of happineſs, and 

G 2 tho 
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the wrong methods by which we pur- 
ſue | it, I muſt own, that though the 
extraordingry change in my own affairs, 
did not ariſe from any human fore- 


; fight, or good management, that your 


project concerning Mr. Vernon has 
marvellouſſy ſucceeded, and I con- 
gratulate you. as much upon it, as 1 


commiſerate Sir Charles. As to Mr. 


Vernon, he deſeryes to ſuffer for his 
folly, without finding any pity, | Fol 

. 1 fear, ſhould Mr. Otley.not reco- 
ver, that you will fay- your conduct has 
too fully proved -my former remark; 
as you will attribute the loſs of him, to 


your being under an engagement to 


Mr. Vernon; and complain, that altho 
you have not purſued the wrong means 


of 
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of obtaining what you wiſhed for, that 
you have wiſhed for what 15 not capable. 
of contenting you; but it is our na- 
ture to wiſh for that which ſtrikes us, 
as moſt calculated to anſwer the de- 
ſired end, and to act in conſequence 
thereof; to complain alſo when we 
perceive our error, although we have 
nought but ourſelves to condemn. 
We either are deſigned to know what 
will promote, our own fatisfaQion, or 
we are not. I am inclined to think, 
that without we compared fatigue with | 


reſt, tranquillity with tumult, ſickneſs 


with reſt, and every other contrariety 
that we experience, we ſhould enjoy 
what we now call happineſs without 
Knowing! it to be ſuch. | 

G 3 The 
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The moſt flouriſhing happineſs 
has its root in misfortune, and has 
been watered by adverſity; therefore 
we, perhaps, do know how to pro- 
mote it ; and it has been wiſely or- 
dained, that we ſhould have an incli- 
nation to taſte of | bitters, that we 
may be che better able to reliſh the 
ſweets. 0 

I feel myſelf the force of this argu- 
ment, being, I am convinced, a thou- 
ſand times more bleſſed after the num- 
berleſs anxieties I have ſuffered, than I 
ſhould haye been had the Marquis 
been propoſed to me as a lover, and 
there had been no obſtacle to our union. 
I wiſh that whatever you ſuffer, may 
be productive of the ſame advantages, 
and 


- 
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and you may depend upon my being 
ready to attend you, whenever you 


pleaſe to command 
Tour 
; | C. FrancrorT, 
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LETTER XXVII. 


FROM MR. CHARLES FRANCFORT TO 
SIR QEORGE GRANDON, BART, 


Don't underſtand what is_ going 
forward, but my ſiſter and Mifs 
Sutton are going to Briſtol together. 
The Marquis is not to be of the party; 


he has got a furlow, and is to go home 

— the while. But I think I ſhall take 

the liberty of following them, to ſee 
4 what advantage may be made; and if 


any thing ſhould offer favorable, you 
may depend upon my friendſhip; 1 
; ſhall 
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ſhall not forget Sir George Grandong 
I cannot help thinking there is ſome- 
what ip the wind; and if Miſs Sutton 
was out of the caſe, I believe curioſity 
alone would draw me after Camilla; 
let her look to it, for though ſhe could 
not find out Jenny Buchanan, I may by 
chance find out her tricks, and ſhe 
may not come off ſo well as 


«4 


Your humble Servant, 
1 9 
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"LETTER XXIX. 


Y 1 
. : - >» » 


— 


non THE SAME TO THE SAME. © | 


* 
= 


&& 119 » * Brill. 
ELL, my dear Sir George, I 
have Wund them out. That 
1s, I have not found them out neither 
with regard to Whit they mean, but I 
have found where they are: they are in 
the houſe with a ſick gentleman, whom 
they often ſee; who he is, or what he 
is, I cannot well learn; but do you 
KNOW, that I have bot a deviliſh droll 

crotchet 
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crotchet in my head, which is, that the 
young man who was ſuppoſed to be 
Felix Francfort, is not dead, and that 
Camilla has heard ſo, and is come 
down to ſee him. I have taken no 


notice to her of my ſurmiſe, but have 
boaſted to Miſs Emily, that 1 was 


come down for the pleafure of ſeeing 


her, and fhe feemed very well fatis- 
fied. I havereally hit upon the time, 
in regard to her; for when women loſe 
one lover, they are never eaſy till they 
get a ſecond... 

PII tell you what, George, I have 
reſolved on doing to forward you. I 
will write to the Marquis, and tell 
him my ſuſpicions. He will come of 
courſe. Perhaps chat may diſpleaſe 
| G 6 Camilla, 


Ty 
. 


- 
ca 
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Camilla, and they may quarrel about 
it; ſo we ſhall get rid of him; and then, 
if they will not let her have the other, 
as I conclude it moſt probable that they 
will object. to him, as he is ſo much 
beneath her, you know then ſhe will 
have no lover, and you will come in 
upon the ſame footing as I do with Miſs 
Sutton. Adieu! and be ready to at- 
tend the commands of him who is 


Your's to command, 


Crna. FRANCFORT. 
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LETTER. XXX. 


FROM THE MARQUIS OF DF** To LoRD 
ROBERT FILLIGARD. 


I Am in a little kind of conſterna- 
1 tion, my dear Lord; I cannot ſay 
that I am abſolutely alarmed, but 

rather ſurpriſed, or ſo. Miſs Franc- 
| fort is gone to Briſtol for a week, with 
Miſs Sutton to ſee a friend; who is ill 
there. She did not aſk me to go with 
her, but, on the contrary, ſaid, that as 
ſhe was obliged to leave me, I might 
poſfibly be glad to take that opportu- 
5 nity 


— . 


. | 
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nity of ſeeing home; and as I have not 
the leaſt ground for any jealouſy, ſuſ- 
picion, or complaint, I thought it very 
proper, if ſhe wiſhed to go 2 
me, that ſhe ſhould. 

I underftood that theſe two Ladies 
were to go with only a couple of ſer- 
vants; but, however, I find young Mr. 
Franefort is there, from whom I have 
received 2 very extraordinary letter. 
I did not know he was ſo much. my 
friend; but he tells me, that he has 
got a ſuſpicion tolerably well founded, 
that the perſon whom it is thought was 
killed by me, is ſtill alive, and that it is 
him whom his ſiſter. came down to ſee. 
] have myſelf no doubt but I faw che 


man dead; beſides, his uncle came 
: down 


* 
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down to give orders for the funeral; 
but this Mr. Charles Francfort knows 
nothing of, as he was then in diſgrace, 
If it is any rival, it muſt be ſome 
other more dangerous than that.poor 
man, from whom I have nothing to 
As ſhe did not prohibit me from 
following her, I feel myſelf much in- 
clined to go. I aflure your Lordſhip, 
that it is rather curioſity than miſtruſt, 
I am ſometimes inclined to ſuſpect 
that it is fome miſchief which this 
Charles Francfort has invented, with 
ſome intereſted view, The family 
have received him into favor again, 
and particularly Sir Gregory, at whoſe 
requeſt he was recalled, But there is 


ſomething 
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ſomething in his manner, which to me 
appears very ſuſpicious; indeed I can 
never have a tolerable opihion of a 
man, who has once acted as he has 
done. A good heart, I fear, may much 
eaſter become corrupt, than a corrupt 
one become innocent. Whatever 
accrues from this ſtrange intelligence, 
your Lordſhip may expect to hear it, 
as you are ſo kind as to intereſt your- 


ſelf in the fate of RE 


- 


2 Your very affectionate 
Friend and Servant, 


Dees, 


L . 
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LETTER XXXI. 


FROM SIK GEORGE GRANDON, BART, 
To MR, CHARLES FRANCFORT, 


My Sage Charles, 


O U mean well, and you mean to 

ſerve me, but it can never be in 

| the way you propoſe; I can never be 
; received by your fiſter as a lover, tho 
ſhe might be frightened into taking 

me for a huſband. If you mean to 

favor me, you muſt at leaſt connive. at, 


(if not invent) ſome ſtratagem for me 
. | to 
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to carry her off once more, and I will 
hope for better ſucceſs. If ſhe ſhould 
be offended at the officiouſneſs of the 
Marquis, and he ſhould either quarrel 
with her, or return, I think we need 
not fear the ſick gentleman, whoever 
he i is, if, as you ſay, he is conſined to 
his room. 

You know, Charles, I never was of 
opinion, that marriage was any re- 
frraint-to-a man; and that I always 


intended, when I ſaw a woman I liked, 


whom I could not. have without mak- 
ing ber Lady Grandon, to give her a 
right to that title; and I do aſſure you, 
upon my honor, ſhe ſhall have it, 
You. know what I moſt object to, is 
2 and whining, and being 


treated 
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treated as lovers generally are,” 1 
cannot bear to ſee a woman make a 
merit and favor of doing what ſhe 
wiſhes to-do, and a man cringing 
and intreating her to oblige him, to 
make him happy, when ſhe knows 
that the obligation is on her fide, 
and that it would be making herſelf 
ſo. Zouns! Charles, don't expect 


it, for I never can go a courting 
your modeſt women, 


We ſhall fee what a fine job you 


make of it with Miſs Sutton. Take 
my word for once, Mr. Carolus, and 
ſee if ſhe don't make you look like 
an aſs fifty times, and not have you 
at laſt, You need not anſwer this 
letter, for I ſhall come down incog. 

to 
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to ſte which way the land lies, and if 
you have any encouragement for 
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LETTER. XXXIl 


FROM THE MARQU1S OF D*#* TO LORD 
ROBERT FILLIGARD, 


HAT a fooliſh errand am I 

come upon! Would you be- 
lieve it, my Lord, I have ſeen Miſs 
Francfort, but did not dare to ſuggeſt 
the occaſion of my journey? I found 
when I ſaw her, that I could not poſ- 
fibly put ſuch an affront upon her, as 


to miſtruſt her, She is in the houſe 


with a gentleman who is ill, and they 
teli me that Miſs Sutton and ſhe are 
continually 


em” Tags 
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- continually in his apartment; but it is 
as likely to be ſome body in whoſe 
welfare Miſs Sutton 1s intereſted, as 
Miſs Francfortz and yet Miſs Sutton 


: 

/\ 
- : 

* 


has juſt met with a diſappointment, 
and Mr. Franefort affures me, that he 
has paid his addrefſes to her fince, and 
has been well received, and that ſhe has 
no other lover, But yet, whatever 1 
feel, I cannot diſcover any jealouſy or 
ſuſpicion, Tam pretty clearly of opi- 
nion, nay, I am ſure that the young 
man I fought with is dead : I wiſh this 
myſtery could be cleared up; it is 
ſtrange, but I am really not - uneaſy; 
vou know, my Lord, I have all the 
reaſon imaginable to be ſatisfied with 
Miſs Francfort's conduct. I was ſo 
a | happy 
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happy as hot to give offence by this 
imprudent vifit; the Ladies both re- 
ceived me with great civihty, and ac- 
cepted the excuſe I had framed for 
calling on them, which was, that being 
under a neceſſity of viſiting a gentle- 
man about five miles diſtant, I made it 
in my way, to give myſelf the pleaſure 
of enquiring after their healths, and 
that I ſhould ſtay in that part of the 
world -near a week, (which I intend 
to do, that I may be near at hand, 
without ſeeming to watch them.) I 
thanked Mr, Francfort for his kind 
invitation, 'but told him, as I had fo 
high an opinion of his ſiſter, I could 
neither believe the meant to deceive 


me, 


- 


144 THE INVOLUNTARY INCONSTANT. 
me, nor even let her ſee that I had 
any apprehenſions of it; that I had 
no doubt of the perſon being dead 
whom he ſpoke of, but that he would 
add to the obligation he had already 
conferred on me, if he would let this 
affair take its courſe, without mention- 
ing to his ſiſter what had paſſed. I 
added, I was going to Sir Matthew 


. Eaton's, about five miles further, 


where, if he would honor me ſo far, 
1 ſhould be glad to ſee him. Was 
it not beſt to ſeem obliged to the 
brother, and to confide in the ſiſter ? 
Confide in her! I do, I cannot ſuſ- 
pect any thing to her prejudice; I 
will not cenſure her even in idea. 

| I am, 
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1 am, my Lord, your Lord- 


ſhip's - 
Moſt obliged; 5 
ene Mete 
Ds. 


Vol. II. H L E T. 
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LETTER, XXXII. 


FROM ,THE SAME TO THE SAME, 


D* not ſtiffen with amazement, 


nor let the blood be chilled in 
your veins with horror; ſhe is not worth 
it. I have been deceived, ſhe is gone. 
Yes, my Lord, much as I rehed upon 
her, ſhe is falſe, ſhe is fled. I am not the 
firſt that has been deceived by woman, 
It is not ſtrange! Who would not, like 


me, have been deceived? Oh! aſk 


me not where ſhe is fled, nor with 


whom; it matters not, nor can I even 


; reſolye 
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reſolve you. This I know, about 
Eight o'clock this evening, a perſon 
came from Mr. Francfort to Sir 
Matthew Eaton's, to know what acci- 
dent had befallen me, and whether 
his ſiſter would return that night. 'The 
meſſenger could give no account how 
this extraordinary enquiry aroſe; ſo I, 
alarmed almoſt to madneſs, ordered 
my horſe, and went inſtantly to Mr. 
Francfort for an explanation. He 
expreſſed great aſtoniſhment at the 
ſight of me, declaring that he appre- 
hended ſomething very diſaſtrous had 
happened to me, for that about two 
hours before he ſent away his meſſen- 
ger, a poſt-chaiſe and four came to 
fetch his ſiſter, as the poſtilions ſaid, 

H 2 at 
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at the requeſt of the Marquis of B***, 
who had met with a dreadful accident, 
and deſired the favor of ſeeing Miſs 
Francfort. She went,” ſaid Mr. 
Francfort, but is not returned; and 
< became ſo uneaſy at her ſtay, joined 
* to ſo alarming an. account of your 
Lordſhip, that 1 reſolved to ſend 
« to Sir Matthew Eaton's, to know 
<« the truth of it.“ Is it poſſible?” 
cried I, „I have not ſent to Miſs 
<« Francfort; no misfortune has be- 
<« fallen me but this, the greateſt, the 
« heavieſt of all misfortunes,” Mr. 
Francfort ſeemed aſtoniſaed, © Did 


« the go alone, Sir? Where is Miſs 


Sutton?“ “ Miſs Sutton, my Lord,” 
replied; he, was gone out when I 
| | « came, 
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t*© came, (for 1 don't lodge in the houſe 
« with my ſiſter) but I could get no 
« very ſatisfactory anſwer, where, nor 
& with whom; they have their ſecrets; 
© who this fick man is, I cannot for 
« my life imagine, but as the people 
« of the houſe told me, they went out 
« together in a poſt · chaiſe; and about 
e an hour after that, came this other 
e poſt-chaiſe; a poſt-chaiſe and four, 
« at your requeſt, to fetch away Ca- 
milla.“ „At my requeſt! Heavens! 
« Mr. Francfort; I fetch away your 
« ſiſter! We have been deceived, ſhe 
eis gone off with this man, whoever 
he is, and to ſave appearances, went 
« in a chaiſe alone. Oh! Sir, ſhe has 
„joined him long ere this; it is vain, 

H 3 N 
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« Mr. Francfort, it is in vain to inter- 
« fere; I muſt endure the loſs, if it is 
„one; I ſhall not make myſelf mi- 
« ſerable; ſuch things have happened; 

« a man is not exempt.“ But what 
« would you adviſe, Sir,” interrupted 
Mr. Francfort. I adviſe! Oh! Sir, 
I can adviſe nothing; I ſhall return 
* inſtantly to Sir Matthew Eaton's, 
« and to-morrow I fhall ſet out for 
« Southern Lodge.” I called for my 
horſe, and taking leave of Mr. Franc- 
fort, begged him to purſue what mea- 
ſures he thought beſt, as it was totally 
immaterial to me. And is it not ſo, 
my Lord? Can any ſtep be taken, 
that would be attended with the leaſt 


good conſequences? Am not I right? 
What 
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What would it avail to make myſelf 
uneaſy ? Whilſt I believed ſhe regarded 
me, what did I not ſuffer on her ac- 


count? But you know, my Lord, it 
would be folly, being convinced— 


ſubject. Why ſhould I perplex and 
diſtreſs your Lordſhip, becauſe I— 
I would ſay, when I hardly think about 
it myſelf. I am, my Lord, with the 
greateſt ſincerity on all occaſions, 


Your's affectionately, 


DXX#®, 
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LETTER XXXIV, 


- FROM THE SAME TO THE SAME, 


LEY 


> & 1 


Know not what to think. This 
morning about fix o'clock, I re- 
ceived a meſſage from Miſs Sutton, 
who deſired to fpeak with me upon 
buſineſs of conſequence. I went, as 
you may ſuppoſe, with all ſpeed. Miſs 
Sutton, on ſeeing me, burſt into tears. 
« Oh! my Lord,” cried ſhe, „what 
do you ſuppoſe can be become of 
« Miſs Francfort?” That Madam,” 
returned I gravely, if you had 
« pleaſed 
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« pleaſed to inform me, I expected to 
learn from you.” © Oh! Marquis; 
<«< cruel Marquis!” reſumed ſhe, «© I 
<« perceive you ſuſpect me; but if you 
« know not where ſhe is gone, I am as 
« ignorant as yourſelf, and ten thou- 
« ſand times more miſerable.” “I 
always conſulted Miſs Francfort's 
« happineſs, Madam, and as in this 
« ſhe has conſulted her own pleaſure, 
J ought not to be unhappy; however 
myſterious her conduct has been, I 
« did not miſtruſt her; I thought, tb 
<« harbor the leaſt ſuſpicion againſt 
« Miſs Francfort, would be to do her 
« injuſtice; thus I made no enquiries 
« about the gentleman who lodged in 
A this houſe, though I have had inti- 


H 5 „mation 
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* mation how much he is indebted to 
„her for her kindneſs, but I under- 
« ftand it has been anſwered with ſuc- 
« ceſs; for that if the gentleman has 


« been ill, he was not ſo yeſterday.” 


Indeed your Lordſhip is deceived,” 
replied Miſs Sutton, he was ill yeſ- 
e terday, and I fear is worſe to day; 
& this ill news, at his return laſt 
night“ “ Laft night! Madam,” 
cried I with emotion, did he return 
„ laſt night? Don't be carried away, 
« my Lord,” ſaid ſhe, I plainly 


« perceive that your jealouſy has 
« blinded you, and, alas! my indiſcre- 


tion has ruined my Camilla; it is 
e my ſecret, my Lord; it is my friend; 


dit is my lover, whom we came down 


« here 
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cc here to aſſiſt; Miſs. Francfort in- 
% dulged me not only with her com- 
<« pany, and with her aid. to reffore 
« this worthy. perſon to health, - but 
e engaged not to diſcloſe the motives 
« for our journey hither. Yeſterday, 
this gentleman being adviſed to take 
« the air, I accompanied him about 


five o'clock. in the evening, and upon. 
our return, I heard .Camilla was 
gone, but where, or with whom, I 


« cannot even imagine.“ 

This is the account Miſs Sutton 
gives; and to confirm, as far as poſſible, 
what ſhe ſaid, ſhe introduced me to the 
gentleman, who corroborated it all, 
and lamented that he was not only the 


firſt author of this misfortune, but that 
Hs he 
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$ he was-unable either to adviſe or aſſiſt 
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What a fituation! I am now retired 
from Miſs Sutton for a moment to re- 
fleet; yes, my Lord, 1 am now upon 
the rack; I know not whether to be- 
-Heve her innocent or falſe; whether to 
deſpiſe or adore. her: if ſhe is falſe! 
Selfiſh and inhuman that Iam,—if ſhe 
is not falſe; ſhe has been betrayed, and 
is now 1 in the power of 
the vile betrayer. | 
oOhl my Lord, what a dreadful 
— I now feel the whole weight 
of my misfortune; and, what is worſe, 
of her's. She is, ſhe muſt be inno- 
cent. Is it pollible? perhaps Sir 
George Grandon,- that worthleſs, pre- 


- 


- 


_ > ST ſumptuous— 
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ſumptuous—Oh!. let me not think of 
it; I have no longer doubt, though 
tortured with the moſt dreadful appre- 
henſions. Where ſhall I find? Where 
once more reſcue? Oh! heavens, it is 
now too late; my heart muſt throb 
and beat until it breaks, 

I am going in ſearch of her. Miſs 
Sutton accuſes me of coldneſs and in- 
ſenſibility. Cruel and falſe charge 
I fly to juſtify my love! But, alas! 
whither? What courſe? What to 
direct to guide 

Your uncertain and unhappy 


* 
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LE T TER XXXV. 


* 


FROM MISSS FRANCFORT TO MISS 
| SUTTON. 


My deareſt Emily, 
I Have eſcaped! am ſafe! and ſhall 
ſee you ſoon; perhaps, in a few 
hours. What muſt your ſurpriſe have 
been on miſſing me at your return 
Did you ſend to enquire after the Mar- 
quis? Does he know of my abſence? 
Did you ſuſpect that that artful, cow- 
ardly, and perfidious wretch, Sir George 


Grandon, was at the bottom of this 
plot? I have a thouſand queſtions to 
alk, 
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aſk; and a thouſand things to tell you, 
but as I ſhall ſee you ſo ſoon, I ſhall 
not mention any of the circumſtances 
attending my reſcue. But to prevent 
your ſurpriſe at ſeeing me return with 
perſons who are ſtrangers to yourſelf, 
I muſt juſt inform you, that I am com- 
ing-back with Lord Robert Filligard, 
(to whom I owe my liberty) and Lady 
Frances his ſiſter; he was ſo kind as to 
take me to his houſe, and introduce 
me to this charming woman, who 
| proteſts, in her lively way, that 
| ſhe will accompany me to my friends, 
and till I find the Marquis; for 
after her brother's v alorous atchieve- 
ment, he ſhall not run the hazard of 
tarniſhing his glory; © there are not 


many 
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« many Scipios now a-days, Mits 
„ Francfort,” ſaid ſhe, © and I ſhall 
e have him run away with you himſelf; 
< but if Ladies will beſo handſome 
why I never was run away with in 
« my liſe!” I aſſured her if the had 
not, it was not for want of attractions, 
but becauſe ſhe was ſo happy as not to 
know fo profligate and ·daring a wretch 
(and yet; Emmy, he is cowardly-to,the 
| greateſt degree) as Sir George Gran- 
| don. Might not I have added, that 
part of her ſecurity conſiſted in having 
Lord Robert for her brother? How 
very lucky it was that I had ſeen him 
at Southern Lodge, and that I ſhould 
chance to meet him: what obligations 


1 am under to him! and yet how very 
different 
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different 18 my gratitude on this occa- 
fion, to what it was on one ſimilar to 
it, when -the knight errant was the 
Marquis. 

Lady Frances admires you, and 
longs to ſee you; ſhe intends to pa- 
tronize, and to cure Mr. Otley ſhe 
eſteems the Marquis, and has the 
goodneſs to doat upon your Camilla; 
ſhe inſiſts upon it, that we ſhall all re- 
pair to Sir Matthew Eaton's, and be 
happy together. Let us, my dear 
« Miſs Francfort,” cries ſhe, © all con- 
« deſcend to take Sir Matthew by 
«ſtorm; change of air will, I am ſure, 
cure Mr. Otley; Miſs Sutton may 
be a very great phyſician, and, ac- 
-< cording to your account, has done 

"54 Wonders, 
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« wonders, but ſhe ſhall not have all 
© the honor of it herſelf.“ I under- 
ſtand that Lady F rances has already 
taken Sir Matthew Eaton by ſtorm, 
and that he has ſurrendered his 
heart, | | 

Adieu ! you will hardly have time 
to run over my letter, and to ſpruce 
up Mr. Otley for receiving COmpanys 
before you will ſee 3 


Your 


C. FRANCFORT, 


P. S. Bleſs me! q what will you 
think of me as a confidante ? I ſhould 
have 
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have began my letter with this poſt- 
ſcript. Indeed I did not diſcloſe your 
ſecret, it was already known to Lady 
Frances; an intimate friend of her's 
vas juſt returned from Briſtol, and 
told her that there were two young 
Ladies, who intereſted themſelves 
much in the welfare of a gentleman 
whom they lodged in the houſe with 
the names of ſuch imprudent Ladies 
was the firſt thing to be enquired 
without doubt; and as Lady Frances 
had heard her brother often ſpeak of 
my ſituation with the Marquis, ſhe 
concluded you was the party con- 
cerned; and it was in vain to deny 
it. How often do people bring 
themſelves into difficulties, from their 

aſſiduouſneſs 
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aſſiduouſneſs to conceal what has 
already been revealed to all the 
world! 


L E T. 
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LETTER XXXVI, 


FROM LORD ROBERT FILLIGARD TO 
a LADY FRANCES FILLIGARD, 


Dear Siſter, 
HEN I left you, not knowing 


which way to bend my courſe 
in purſuit of the poor wandering Mar- 
quis, I reſolved to return home, in 
hopes I might find a letter from him 
which would give me ſome information 
what was become of him, A letter 
there was, but it was only filled with 
complaints of his ill ſucceſs, and la- 
8 mentations, 
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mentations, and wailing, and woe: he 
had made enquiries at every inn on all 


the adjacent roads, but could hear no 


tidings, ſo was going to ſet off again. 
How exceſſively vexatious! he will 
keep killing me by inches with theſe 


mortifying letters about his ill ſucceſa, 


and I ſhall not know how to acquaint 
him with my good. My ſearch after 


him will be as vain as his after Miſs 


Francfort. If I was not ſo greatly 
intereſted in whatever concerns him, it 


would be ridiculous enough, the 


thoughts of his wandering about like 
the Knight of the Woeful Figure; but 
I proteſt I feel for him beyond mea- 


ſure, and ſhall actually ſend ſervants 


various roads, and take myſelf ano- 
| ther, 
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ther. Pray comfort Miſs Francfort, 
and perſuade her to go to Sir Matthew's; 
tell her ſhe may depend upon the aſſi- 


duity of her ſincere friend to command, 


who is, my dear Fanny, 
Jour affectionate Brother, 


FIL LIO ARO. 


2 
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LETTER XXXVII. 


FROM LADY FRANCES FILLIGARD TO 
* LORD ROBERT FILLIGARD, 


Dear Brother, 


O write us ſome good news, or 

ſet the crier to work, or ſome- 
thing, for Miſs Francfort inſiſted on 
ſeeing your letter, and was vaſtly diſ- 
treſſed by it. Miſs Sutton has men- 
tioned ſomething about a pretty little 
fit of jealouſy that he was ſeized with; 
and the idea of your's, that he is like 
che Knight of the Woeful Figure, I 
ſuppoſe 
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ſuppoſe has made her apprehend that 
he may meet with ſome enchanter vile, 
who will confirm his unjuſt ſuſpicions 
of her. 

Well, after all, its a ſad thing to be 
in love; I would not be But you 
know, Lord Robert, you never Was 
entirely of my cabinet council, ſo 1 
will not let you into any ſecrets juſt 

You recommend to us to go to Sir 
Matthew Eaton's; I would go with 
pleaſure; not for my own part, that 1 
would give ſixpence to go to Sir 
Matthew Eaton's, but I think a houſe 
is better than a lodging; only Miſs 
Francfort and Miſs Sutton both think 


that Sir Matthew ſhould have been 
Vor. II. 1 firſt 
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firſt, introduced to them, either by 
yourſelf or the Marquis; but ſure 1 
have known Sir Matthew long enough 
to introduce but if they don't like to 
be introduced, you know it is "of no 
ſort of conſequence. Orr I:. 
Are not you charmed with FP 
Sutton? and yet I, know that your 
Lordſhipꝰs partialicy for the Francfort, 
and the Eaton, blinds you to all other 
perfection; but I vow, I think the 
Sutton beats the Eaton out of fight. 
Nay; my Lord, you muſt not be angry, 
the Quley, is monſtrous clever, that you 
muſt allow; it is pity, poor dear, he 


gannot be well, and yet the creature 
will never look more agreeable, 925 
languiſhing air becomes him. 


te 
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Sir Matthew-—Laud! what was I 
going to ſay? I proteſt I don't know. 
hope your Lordſhip will not fend us 
any more ſuch diſmal letters, but that 
you will have ſome tidings of this 
Marquis; for heaven's ſake find him 
out! we ſhall be a Coterie charmante 
when we are all aſſembled. —This 
lodging is the worſt; — but I am deter- 
mined to ſtay with theſe charming 
girls; juſqua je vous revoir. My 
Lord, Lam with all the &c. 


Your Lordſhip's 


Very affectionate Siſter, 


wed os / 


* 


E 
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FROM LORD ROBERT FILLIGARD TO 
LADY FRANCES FILLIGARD. 


No 0 you don” t like a lodging, 


« 


Lady Fanny, otherwiſe you 
world not give ſixpence to go to Sir 
Matthew Eaton's. I lament that I 
am not of your cabinet council, for I 


| would wiſh to conſult where we ſhould 


all meet to paſs agreeably a few days, 
for Il am ſo happy as to have heard 
from the Marquis, who, although he 


has 
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has not given up the purſuit, has 
wiſely at laſt bethought himſelf of 
naming a place for me to ſend letters 
to, where he will either call or ſend for 
them; thus you may acquaint Miſs 
Francfort, that he will be now ſoon 
recovered, As to repairing to Sir 
Matthew Eaton's, he is my particular 
friend, a very agrecable and deſerving 
man, whom I value extremely, and a 
charming place he has made where he 
now is; but any where, if you and the 
Ladies can agree, (ſuppoſing Mr. O:l-y 
is weltenough to remove) will be agree- 

able to myſelf, and I will venture to 
| anſwer for the Marquis; I am going 
to write to him inſtantly; and that we 
may forget every thing unpleaſing 
Ro: - which 
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which is paſt, I ſhall tell him of my 
eaſy victory, that when we all meet, we 


may have nothing to diſturb our tran- 
quillity. Adieu! 


Your's, 


* 


FilLL1GARD. 
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LETT: ©. IS. 


FROM LORD ROBERT FILLIGARD TO 


THE MARQY1S OF **. 


I'V FE overyourpurſuit, my Lord, 

for I give you joy. One never 
wonders at any thing which people in 
love do, but if you had told me where 
to ſend an anſwer to your firſt deſpair- 
ing letter, you need not have wrote a 
ſecond, and might have ſpared yourſelf 


much trouble and uneaſineſs. Miſs 
Francfort is found; was found almoſt 


before ſhe knew ſhe was loſt; and who 
156. do 


— 


2 
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do you think had the pleaſure of find- 
ing her? Him, whom you will, I dare 
ſay, the leaſt envy that ſatisfation, — 
your Filligafd. I am amazed you 
did net ſuſpect young Francfort; 
ke Has concerned, though not openly; 
the Vreteh ablconded prefently, I 
thought from your letters, and from 
his to you, that he was plotting ſome 


 wlicivet; and the day it happened, I 


was coming down to you at Sir 
I Latthew Eaton's, to conſult with you 
upgmit, and as the guardians which 
watch over virtue would have it, I met 


Mifs Francfort tearing towards Lon- 


don by kerfelf in a poſt-chaiſe and 
four; ſhe ſaw me, and called to them 
to ſtop, that ſhe might inform me of 

an 
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an accident which had happened to you, 
« for as your Lordſhip is not going 
« the ſame way as myſelf,” ſaid ſhe, 
** ſuppoſe you have not heard it.“ I am 
« poing to him, Madam,” returned I. 
though I have not heard of any acci- 
dent; but what do you do here, if 
you are going to him? You are ten 
miles from him, and every ſtep you 
ego, takes you ſo much further out 
of your way; nor can you poſſibly 
e ever get there, without going en- 
* tirely back almoſt all the way you 
have come.” © I know nothing of 
the matter,” ſaid ſhe, „I thought 
the way ſeemed much further than I 
9 expected, and have called ſeveral 
D eee <« times 
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times to know if. they were going 
* right, and if L was not almoſt there.” 
J looked at the poſtillions; How 1s 
this? cried I, Where are you 
„going to??“ To Sir Matthew 
2 Eaton's;” one of them ſaid, © it was 
not much out of the way.“ Out of 
© the way, you ſcoundrel! why you 
** are. going to London: Is this Sir 
Matthew Eaton's carriage?” IIe he- 
ſitated; © No, it was not his own car- 
« riage, but one he had ſent,” I rode 
up to the fellow, and holding my ſtick 
to his face, (wore I would knock. him 
off his horſe, if he did not tell me where 
he was going, and who ſent him. The 
daſtardly wretch di! not know hat to 
do; and the other, who ſeemed to have 
more 
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more courage, was for puſhing by me, 
but my ſervants came and ſtood at the 
heads of the horſes, and kept threaten- 
ing for my anſwer; at laſt he began 
fumbling 1 in his pockets, and told me 
he would ſhew me his orders; but not 
finding the paper, ſaid he would get 
off his horſe to feel, which I let him dp; 
but no ſooner was he on his legs, than 
the nimble-footed raſcal gave us the b 
ſlip, and taking to his heels ran away, F 
and jumped over a hedge. 1 bade 
ſome of my people follow him, give 
him a good horſe-whipping, and leave | 
him where he was, and that I would 
make the other ſpeak, or knock his 
brains ont. Accordingly I cried to 
him, “Tell me inſtantly where you 

I 6 are 
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* are going.“ Ie did not know; 
« where his maſter pleaſed.” ©: vi- 
lain! where your maſter pleaſes, and 
« yet you don't know ! What was you 
2 order'd to do?” . He was ordered to 


do nothing, he ſaid, but to put his 
horſes to, and to follow his maſter. 
« And where is your maſter?” Why 
« that's him,” pointing to the field 


where my ſervants were horſe-whipping 
the poſtillion. What! the poſtillion 
oy your maſter? Tes.“ And who 
„is he?” „Sir George Grandon.“ 
2 Oh! Sir George Grandon, J ames, 
& go and tell them to horſe-whip thet 
„ poſtillion again.” I then opened the 
chariot door, and offering Miſs Franc- 
fort my hand, © However diſagreeable, 

Madam, 
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% Madam, this inſolent attempt has 
* been, I think we may flatter our- 
« ſelves that no accident has befallen 
« the Marquis, worſe than the danger 
6 he was in of loſing what he holds 
e moſtdear; but you are at your own 
« diſpoſal; my carriage ſhall take you 
«wherever you pleaſe to order it, and 
« will attend you myſelf on horſe- 


back; I like riding, and was juſt 


got on horſeback when I was fo 
happy as to meet you.“ Where 


«can I order it, my Lord?” ſaid Miſs 


Francfort, wiping from her face ſome 
tears, © I ſhall be aſhamed to return 
* to Briſtol ſo late, attended by a gen- 
<« tleman; they will not ſcauple to put 
it in che news- paper to-morrow 
«© and 
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te and yet I muſt; T have no where to 

* told her if ſhe would do me 
the honor to go: to my houſe, that Lady 
Frances would receive her with plea- 
ſure, and would wait on her any 
where that ſhe would chuſe to name. 
She accepted of this propoſal,” and we 
afterwards ſet out again for Briſtol with 
my fiſter, with all poſſible expedition, 
that we might prevent Miſs Sutton 
from being longer uneaſy, and in 
hopes that this adventure might not 
have reached your ears. But it was 
decreed that you ſnould go; © the gods 
« would have it ſo; though T hope 
they don't intend that you never ſhall 
return to Greece again. We are all 
impatiently waiting for you, and, next 

, tO 
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to Miſs Francfort, (for I would no 


more rival her, than be your rival) 


none more impatiently than 
Your very ſincere Friend 


And Servant, 


F LIC ARD. 
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FROM SIR MATTHEW EATON, BART. 


TO MISS EATON. 


Dear Siſter, 


Have got with me a ſet of friends, 
who are kind enough to ſay, that 
your preſence only is wanting to render 
their happineſs complete : thoſe where 
you are, will, I doubt not, ſay ſome- 
thing equally flattering concerning 
your abſence, ſhould you talk of quit- 


ring them, therefore I leave it to your- 
ſelf, 
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felf which fet you are moſt wil- 
ling to oblige, as the indulging 
of one will be certainly mortifying the 
other. FO” 

We have here the Marquis of D*** 
(whom we know to be a favorite, as 
he is with all the Ladies) and Miſs 


Francfort, the charming Francfort, 
who is ſhortly to be Marchioneſs; you 


have often heard her ſpoken of: we 
have likewiſe a friend of her's, an 


agreeable pretty Miſs Sutton; we call 
her Hygela, as ſhe has reſtored health 


to a languiſhing and dying Mr. Otley, 


who 1s now well enough to partake of 


almoſt all our amuſements: we have 
alſo your ſprightly friend, (tho' laſt, 


not 


a 
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not leaſt in love) Lady Frances Filli- 
gard; you know ſhe is not laſt in my 
thoughts, nor is ſhe indeed on my 
paper, for we have one more, who, I 
believe, is not quite laſt in your 


thoughts, Lord Robert her brother. 


Perhaps if you return here, we may 
ſtand more indebted to him, than to 
all the reft of the company put 
together; at leaſt 1 may ven- 
ture to pronounce, that none of 
the company will be made hap- 
pier by your return than himſelf, 


or ſeems to regret your abſence ſo 


much. 


Ponder well theſe 3 and pleaſe 
yourſelf; 1 haye done my duty by 
my 
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my friends, who cannot expect more i 1 
from their and | - 


Your 


Max, EAron. 
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LETTER NXLL 


FROM THOMAS FRANCFORT, 186d. TO 
M188 FRANCF@RT, 


Dear Child, 


RA return home as ſoon as you 
can; I am extremely concerned 

at the reaſon which obliges me to ſend 
for you, as it muſt, I am ſure, make 
you and the Marquis exceedingly un- 
happy. What Mrs. Emmirt declared 
in her laſt moments proves untrue; the 
woman did not mean any ill, but it was 


the 
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the effect of a diſturbed imagination, 

A _ perſon who lived in, my brother's 
family at the time the accident hap- 
pened to his ſon, having lately heard 
of Mrs. Emmitt's death · bed diſcovery, 
has wrote to Sir Gregory, and aſſures 
| him it is falſe; the purport of the letter 
is, that che accident did happen as 
repreſented by Mrs. Emmitt; that the 
child was thereby hurt, had fits, and 
they apprehended he would die, ſo had 


* 
e a4 
2 
—_—— * 6 * 
— oS 4 8 Q 1 N 


determined amongſt themſelves to put 
off the farmers ſon (nearly the ſame 
age) for my nephew, but, doveyer, the 
child did not die. 

The way ſhe accounts for Mrs. 
Emmitt's having pronounced this fal- 
Lay, is not unnatural; ſhe ſays, ſhe 
often 
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often uſed to rejoice that ſhe had not 
committed Tuch a wicked action; and 
many times declared, that if ſne had 


done it, ſhe believes ſhe ſhould never 


have been able to have kept the ſecret; 
therefore ſhe! ſuppoſes in 
ments, that ſhe might remember im- 
perfectly what had paſſed, and having 
Joſt her reaſon, might think ſhe really 
had done what ſhe had once 'reſolved 
on. This is not bad reaſoning, and I 
am afraid has too much probability in 
it. But, however, my brother has ſent 
for this living witneſs, and we intend 
to interrogate her ourſelves. If you 
and che Marquis chuſe not to be pre- 
ſent on this occaſion, there will be no 


WINE for is. ©0177 0 


Your 


her laſt mo- 
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Vour uncle is very much hurt by 
this new aſſertion; ſo much is it our 
nature to become reconciled to the evil 
we -are moſt - familiar with : For 
though the diſtreſs the duel occaſioned 
was mitigated by the belief of the 
much eſteemed young man not being 
his ſon, yet could he not but with re- 
gret reſign the loved idea he had che- 
riſhed of his being ſo; and now having 
for ſome time paſt, encouraged the 
opinion that the unfortunate infant he 
had been told of, was his child, he ſeems 
to credit this tale as reluctantly as the 
former. He at preſent ſeems to con- 
ſider the acquiſition of ſuch a nephew 
as the Marquis, to be more than an 
equivalent for the loſs of an infant ſors 


. But 
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But I ſhall diſtreſs you, my child, be- 
yond meaſure; yet you muſt not only be 
made acquainted with the diſappoint- 


ments of this life, but muſt alſo learn 


to bear them. You have the beſt 
wiſhes of your 4 


Your affectionate Father, 


T.'FRAncFoRT, 
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FROM MR. CHARLES FRANCFORT TO 
SIR GEORGE GRANDON, BART, 


E may now both ſhake hands, 
' unlucky George; you have 
been horſe-whipped by a footman, and 
I am turned out of doors by my uncle; 
it was a deviliſh good plot, but it did 
not ſucceed, ſo now Camilla and the 
Marquis muſt be married in ſpite of 
Old Nick. 


My father and my uncle ſent for 
the woman, and would talk to her 


Vox. II. K themſelves, 
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themſelves, ſo the fool was frightened, 
and ſqueaked, and thumped on her 
knees, crying ſhe did not know 
there was any harm in it, for young 
Mr. Franefort had told her what to 
fay ; and that it would make all the 
family quite eafy, becauſe they took 
on ſo about Maſter Felix being 


The old oaf ought to give us our 
money again, Georgez I am afraid I 
ſhall want it-enough, for they. are to 
allow. me but fifty pounds a year; 
what is that? I ſhall be a tax upon 
you; for as to the affair of Miſs 
Sutton, that's all kicked up; if it 
had not been for this new lover which 
ftands in the way, this laſt job would 

e | Dua 
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have done for me. Comble de diſ- 
grace to | 


| Your poor 


CMA. FRANCFORT.. 
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LETTER. XLII.. 


FROM MISS FRANCFORT TO MISS 
SUTTON, 


My deareſt Emily, 


UR ſufferings have not been this 

time of long duration, but our 
anxiety while they Jaſted were extreme. 
After ſo many trials, when we thought 
they all were paſt, to have one ſo un- 
expected, and which admitted neither 
of hope nor conſolation, it was almoſt 
infupportable. But thoſe terrible 
| alarms 
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alarms are no more; the woman who 
occaſioned them, has confeſſed that 
every thing Mrs. Emmitt afferted was 
true, and that ſhe was herſelf ſought 
and perſuaded by my unworthy bro- 
ther, to write that letter to my uncle, 
which has made the Marquis and your 
Camilla fo juſtly uneaſy. 

My uncle has abſolutely renounced 
Charles; he ſays he never can forgive 
him, for meaning to deprive him of 
ſach a nephew as the Marquis of 
D and if he is not permitted to 
acknowledge them both, he rejoices 
that he has not loſt the one who is truly 
unexceptionable, by the baſe artifices 
of him who is unworthy. * Ought I 
myſelf to lament the loſs of a brother, 
K 3 | who 
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who meant to make me miſerable, and 
whom, had I not loſt, I muſt have loſt 
the Marquis for ever? I-ſhould have 
thought myſelf extremely happy in 
having. an amiable good man for my 
brother, and have always envied ſuch 
women as could boaſt that blefling; 


and yet, my Emily, what is fraternal 


regard ? Without the Marquis, could 

I have been content with the beſt of 
brothers? And what right have we, 
who are - continually menaced with 
diſaſters, to expect that every comfort 
ſhould await us; is it not obtaining 
the moſt one can expect in this life, 
to give up a leſſer advantage to enjoy 
a greater? Dy 1 
Tou, 


* 
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You think with concern on the 
diſappointment of Sir Charles Vernon, 
and wiſh that Mr. Otley had been his 
fon; this is the moſt you can do; 
you have aſſuredly no right to repine 
that it is not ſo; and if chagrin has | 
plucked the roſes from the cheeks 
of Sir Charles, health and hope have 
revived thoſe on the cheeks of Mr. 
Otley, which gives you more plea- 
ſure than the other does uncaſineſs. 
Thus, my deareſt Emily, all things 
conſidered, we ſhould be extremely 
undeſerving and ungrateful, if we 
did not think ourſelves bleſſed be- 
yond expreſſion, I affure you I 
hardly &ver dared to look forward 


K 4 to 
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to ſo bright a proſpect as that which 
is now in view of 


Your grateful and happy | 


C. Franorokt, 
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LETTER XLIV. 


FROM SIR. GEORGE GRAN DON, BART, 


TO MR, CHARLES FRANCFORT. 


Cannot help obſerving, Mr. Franc- 
fort, that there is ſomething very 
ungenerous in your mentioning in that 
exulting and groſs kind of manner, the 
treatment I met with from Lord Robert 
Filligard's footmen; am I accountable 
for the inſolence of another man's ſer- 
vants? I ſhould be glad to know how 
you would have acted on ſuch an emer- 
gency. However you may chuſe to 
1 2 ſport 
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ſport with your own ill luck, I ſhould 
be glad if you you would talk leſs fa- 
miliarly of mine, though I think you 
have no reaſon to treat in ſo light a 
manner what has happened to your- 
ſelf; for if it is not incumbent on your 
relations to allow you what is ſuffici- 
ent, I am ſure you cannot expect that 
I ſhould; ſo you will be ho tax upon 
me, for my fortune will not permit it; 
charity begins at home. When my 
fortune is ſpent, I don't know any 
body that will ſaffer me to be a tax 
upon them. If your ſervices entitled 
you to ſomething, why you have had 
itz a great deal of my money have you 
received upon your own account, as 
well as for what was neceſfary for my 
3 | 3 particular | 


. — 
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particular ſchemes; and if I had carried 


my point, why you would have carried 
your's, and your demands upen me 


would have been greater; the labourer 
is worthy of his hire; but to expect 


ſomething for nothing is the devil. 


All that can be faid is, that we have | 


been unlucky in our ſchemes, and we 


muſt make the beſt of it. 1 Wall ale 


ways be glad to Tee Charles Francfort, 
nor would I have him confider as un- 
gtateful 528 c ee 
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LETTER XLV. 


FROM MISS FRANCFORT To MISS 
' $UTTON. 


| Dear Emmy, | 

Deſire you and Mrs. Sutton, and 
Mr. Otley, would favor us with 
your company; the Duke and Ducheſs 


come to-morrow; the marriage of 
Cana was quite a private one to what 
this will be; a few gueſts, more or leſs, 


will be like a drop of water in the fea; 
though was the multitude to be ever 
ſo 


__ 
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fo great, I ſhould think it wanted much 
without my Emily. The preparations 
are already begun, and I want you to 
perſuade me to think leſs of their im- 
portance, or more of my own. The 
cooks have abſolutely already began 


to chop, to pott, to ſtew, and to look . 
hot; there is a new chariot of my fa- 
ther's, a new coach and chariot' of 
my uncle's, and three new carriages of 
the Marquis, two coaches of the 
Dukes, and a vis à vis, all ſtanding : 
fide by ſide with their night-caps on; 
three tables in the ſervant's hall are 
joined and covered with ribbons, 
which are to make favors and top- | 
knots to deck the horſes with, of a 
which there are ſo many, being mw 
— — trimmed, 
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would think there was going to be 4 
conſiderable horſe fair. There are 
places fitting up to entertain the people 
without doors, and ochers to entertain 
them within, and fuch quantities of 
liquor, that you would beheve it might 
drown. themſelves, as well as their 
cares; and yet this is hut the prepara- 
won for a fortnight: the Duke of S*** 
expects us to pals a. fortnight with him 
in che ſame manner. 0 

Sure marriage ought to make * 
happy, when there is fuch a fuſs about 
it! but I have no deubt of being 
otherwiſe, My unele has been gene- 
rous enough to make my fortune ſo 


conſiderable, as to prevent my looking 
inſignificant 


, 
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inſignificant in the eyes of fo great a 
family; and as my brother has of- 


fended him, I am to be his heir. 


My fortune from my father is five 
thouſand pounds, and my uncle has 
beſtowed upon me fifty, and as much 
as ever I chuſe to lay out for cloaths ; 
which addition will not be immo- 
derate, as I ſhall buy no jewels, for 
the Marquis, and the Duke, and 
Ducheſs, have preſented me to an ex- 
ceſs of liberality. The Duke has 
ſettled upon the Marquis a very fine 
eſtate, where we are to reſide after hay- 
ing ſpent a fortnight here, and another 
at Southern Lodge; beſides one he 
has given him to make me a ſettle- 


ment, Every body is happy, and 
every 
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body 1s contented, but ſhe who 
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LETTER XLVI. 


FROM LADY SUSAN ELWIN TO LADY 
HARKIET PAULET, 


| - My dear Lady Harriet, 
OU know my opinion of my 
© brother's choice; and to tell you 
the truth, I wanted to decline being 
at- the wedding, but the Duke and 
Ducheſs would not permit me, ſo here 
Jam with the reſt at Boon Hall. Vaſt | 
_ preparations! Immenſely grand every 
thing! For a Baronet really ſurpriſing! 
An ox to be roaſted, and every thing. 
| I ſhall 


r ) , 
* ** * x == 9 
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I ſhall expire, if the Duke does not 


think of ſomething to make our fort- 
night appear with greater ec lat. What 


can your Ladyſhip think of? I would 


have a troop of oxen roaſted, but I 


would ſurpaſs ſuch people. Miſs 
Francfort is, as you may ſuppoſe, ſo 
happy one cannot blame her. But 
the Ducheſs (que! prevention!) will 
have it, that ſhe has quite the took 
and air (ceft de Mademoiſelle Francfort 
gue je parle, your Ladyſhip muſt not 
miſtake) Laud how you will hugh—- 
the look and air of a perſon of faſhion! 
Indeed, ſince Ihave heard who her mo- 
ther was, I don't think her quite ſo auk- 
ward; ſhe was daughter of a grandee of 


= Mr. Francfort was ſent there 
Re in 
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in his youth, about ſotne kind of trad- 
ing, 1 don't know what, and he run 
away with her; her name was Camilla, 
and the Nobleman her father was cal- 
led Felix, which is the reaſon of her 
daughter and nephew being called by 

* thoſe names; what pity ſhe ſhould 
have ſo degraded her family z but if 
ſhe ſunk it, Miſs Francfort will raiſe 
it again for them, that they muſt ſay. 


I proteſt, I always thought ſhe was an 
odd compound; ſhe has ſeen nothing 
of high life, without which no woman 
of quality can poſſibly have any of the 
ton. 

Your Ladyſhip muſt not a any 
account of this noce, for you know ſuch 
buſtles me tuent, je ſerai plus mort que 

vive. 


= 
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vive. But dear Lady Harriet, if your 
Ladyſhip has Je moindre degrie de com- 
paſſion, do ſtay the fortnight with us 
at Southern Lodge, or the fatigue 
will be inſupportable to your Lady- 
ſhip's 5 
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FROM Miss SUTTON ro THE -, 
' MARCHIONESS OF DF**, _ 


* 


My dear Marchioneſs, | 


. 


MS long as you do not diſclaim the 
title of friend to your Emily, 1 
ſhall call you with pleaſure by any of 
thoſe exalted ones which ſound harmo- 
-nious to the world's ear; and, indeed, 
as I don't apprehend your dropping 
that which is moſt dear to me, I pre- 
tend 


7 
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tend not to ſay is diſagreeable to mine; 
and it gives me great ſatisfaction to 
hear you ſay, that you are ſenſible of 
every pas of your. appinaſs, even 
| ef to being called Marchioneſs, 
which gives you pleaſure excluſive 
fromits being the conſequence of being 
without which no title in life, nor life 
itſelf, would have been. ſupportable. 
But as you-profefs to be ſo immode- 
rately happy, I do not repine that you 
was not pleaſed. with the pomp and 
magnificence of your own: wedding; 
you know it is paſt, and if it was dif 
agreeable, it muſt be confidered like 


o 


THE INVOLUNTARY INCONSTANT., 21g 


to be ſo, the rugged ſteps which have 
ted you to your happineſs. If I am 
not ſorry, itis only an intereſted view, 
decauſe my wedding is to be as private 
as the fituation of the humble parties 
require; therefore if you had thought 
All that buſtle and ſplendor had been 
requiſite and agreeable, I ſhould not 
have had the effrontery to have ſoli- 
cited your preſence at mine, which 
T aſſure you: is all that will be 
wanting to make my felicity com · 
plette. es 40 
Do not deſpiſe me for my humility, we 
are very mechanical machines; I hap- 
pened to be wound up to one pitch, 
and von to anather, that is all; ſo do 
rates 4 not 
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not attempt to perſuade me that there 
is a better match in the world than a 
younger brother, when one has got 
ten thouland pound to give him; 
which, added to pretty near the ſame 
ſum, is a competency. Without 
that unexpected acquiſition to my 
fortune, prudence would have re- 
ſtrained me from this match; or at 
leaſt, if I had had no regard for 
N myſelf, I ſhould have had too much 
| for Mr. Otley to have incumbered 
him, if I could not have brought 
at- leaſt an equivalent to his for- 
tune. * ; * | | 
Thus do I conſider myſelf as 
extremely lucky, and extremely 
32% happy. 
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happy, and beg that your Ladyſhip 
would remember that you have it 
in your power, either to leſſen or 
augment that happineſs, by attend- 
ing, or declining to attend, on her 
bridal-day, 


Your very affectionate, 
And ſincere Friend, 


EMulLy SUTTON, 


P. S. It is to be the beginning 
of next week, therefore your preſence 
here as ſoon as poſſible, will be the beſt 
way of informing me that I am not to 


Vol. II. L be 
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be refuſed. I alſo invite the Marquis, 
who, I imagine, will come for your 
ſake, as you will, I hope, for mine, 


Be BT 
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LETTER KXLVII. 


FROM MRS. OTLEY TO MRS, SUTTON, 


Dear Madam, 

LTHOUGH you was not 
pleaſed with the Marquis and 
Marchioneſs of D*, for carrying 


88 = * ” % _ 
N DV & 
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your ſon and daughter away with them, 


our journey will be attended with 


conſequences which will be highly 


pleaſing to ourſelves, and I hope will 


be likewiſe agreeable to you. We 


have ſeen a moſt unexceptionable 
houſe which belongs to the Marquis, 
and ſtands in. an enchanting part ef 
his park, He and the Marchioneſs 
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are exceſſively deſirous that we ſhould 


take it, and become their tenants; they 


promiſe to make ſuch indulgent Iand- 


lords, and to let us have ſuch advan- 


tages, that it is neither my intereſt, 
my inclination, nor intention, to reſiſt 


this offer. Mr. Otley cannot be more 
diſpoſed to this ſcheme than I am, nor 


do 1 think he is leſs ſo, We ſhall 


have room enough to be able to dedi- 


cate te ou ſuch apartments as I think 


you muſt be charmed with. I will 
not pretend to deſcribe the: ſituation, 
but Mr. Otley will ſet out to-morrow 


to fetch you to ſee it, and I think I 
>. need not be afraid of raiſing mw 
T +} E#peftations too high. I know it 


your wiſh to live 1 us, and 1 
alſo 
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alſo know it is mine that you ſhould, 
therefore I do not expatiate upon what 


we are all agreed on, but upon the 
means of carrying it into execution, 
This laſt piece of good fortune, was 
what I had never preſumed to turn 

my thoughts to, but the Marchioneſs 
ſays ſhe thought of it for me the mo- 


ment ſhe ſaw the houſe. : 

I aſſure you I do not regret not 
having a fine eſtate of our own, as I 
muſt then have lived amidſt a ſet of 
people J was indifferent to; a corner 
of r my Camilla's park is better, with 
her ſociety, than a whole one would 
be without it. Never did I expect to 
be ſo happy, nor could you ever 
expect, my dear mother, to paſs the 
 — remainder 
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remainder of your days in ſo charm- 
ing a retreat, with ſo good a man as 
Mr. Otley, who will ſtudy your hap- 
pineſs equally with 


Your dutiful and 
Affectionate Daughter, 


ur OrLExy. 
P. S. There are more weddings 
going forwards the Marquis 1s very | 
happy with the news that his friend, 
| (indeed the friend to us all) Lord 
Robert Filligard, is going to be 
married to Miſs Eaton; as is Sir 
Matthew Eaton to Lady Frances Filli- 
gard. I tell you this, becauſe I know 
you are an advocate for croſs-matches, 

| 2 I Ne] 8. 
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